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in many eases charging exorbitant rates for
water at subsidised mills where prospectors
crush their stone. That does not help the
industry, and I have not yet heard of any
contemplated change of Mines administra-
tion in this respect. In fact, I know of
nothing for the advancement of miuning that
has emanated from the present Government.
A mining conference is to be held in AMel-
bourne, and if the Minister for Mines pro-
poses to attend it he should get a man who
knows mining in this State-irrefpective of
whether lie is a Government officer or not-
to accompany him, so that what is needed in
the interests of Western Australian mining
may be laid before that conference. In re-
spect of mining, this State is unlike any
other State. If the Minister adopted this
course, we should have some reason to credit
the Government with sincerity. If the pros-
pecting votc will not meet the cost, advant-
age can be taken of a section of the Indus-
tries Assistance Act, in the same w'y as
that measure is applied to promote agri-
culture. The Act contains the necessary
provision, though the previous Government
said that everything needful would be done
under the Alinin -Development Act. The
Minister for Mlines Will be well guided if hie
adopts this suggestion in order to assist the
first great industry of this State.

On motion by Mr. O'Loghlen debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at .11.5 p. .n.

Ilegislative Resenbip,
ll'ednesdoy, 21sl February, 1917.
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Tlu S'PEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and] read prayers.

QLEMTiON-ESPEBANCE RAILWAY,
EXPENDITURE.

Mr. SM1 THi asked the Minister for
W\orks: 1, What expenditure, exclusive of
the Royal Commission, has been incurred
in connection with the Esperance railway
since the stoppage of world 2, Are there
any officials or ivorkien on the line at pres-
ent and what are they engaged in?

The MNINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1. On land resumption survey, £303; care-
taker's wages, etc., £23-L320. 2, One per-
son only is employed-a caretaker.

QUESTION - LNDUSTRTES ASSIST-
ANCE BOARD. WHEAT BAGS.

Hon. W. 1). JOHNSON asked the Min-
ister for Industries,: 1, Have the Industries
Assistance B~oard arranged the price which
is to be charged the farmers for the wheat
bags suppliedi 2. If so what price has been
fixed?

The 1MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: 1. Yes. 2, 8s. 1M. per dozen.

QUESTION-WATER1 SUPPLY, BAYS-
WATER AND MAYLANDS.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON ask-ed the Mfii-
ister for Water Supply: 1, Whether he is
aware that during the summer the water
supply, particularly of Bayswater and May-
lands, has been deficient in quality and
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quantity? 2, Whether he is aware that to
ov'ercome this unsatisfactory state of affairs
a block of land in an elevated position at
Bayswater was secured for the construction
of a suplply reservoir, which the engineers
claimed would remedy the difficulties of this
part of the metroplitan areal7 3, Is it pro-
posed to put this work in hand so as lo
have the supply reservoir ready by next
summer!7

The M1INI1STER, FOR WATER SUP-
PLY replied: 1, No, except that in midsum-
mer the p)ressures are sometimes inadequate
during certain hours of exceptional draw.
Very few complaints have been received. 2,
A reservoir site has been reserved at Bays-
water. 3, It is not certain that construction
of the reservoir at Bayswater is the best
means of effecting- improvement. Necessary
steps are being taken for meeting future re-
quirements.

QUESTION-WHEAT MARKETING
SCHEME.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Ilin-
ister for Industries: 1, In view of the select
comniittee's report that inquired into the
wvheat contracts connected with the wheat
marketing scheme, wherein the present Min-
ister is advised to "be absolutely satisfied
as to the bona fides of the wheat contracts
stated to he made by the millers prior to the
1st December, 1915," is he taking any action
so as to protect the farmners from being
robbed under a clause in the agreement
which was accepted by the new general man-
ager of the local pool and other millers as
correctly interpreting an honourable under-
standing arrived at, and as suffcient to limit
the purchase of wheat outside the Govern-
ment pooh'? 2, If not, why not?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: 1, If the farmer is being robbed it is
under the agreement made by the late Minis-
ter. The milling firm with which the present
general manager of the wheat scheme was;
connected did not buy wheat, and in conse-
quence did not come under the clause in the
agreement referred to. The understanding
arrived at by the late Minister in conference
with all the millers of the State (those who
bad bought wheat and those who bad not)
was not correctly interpreted by him in sub-

sequently drafting the clause. The under-
standing arrived at between the late Minister
and millers was of' such a nature as to im-
lose up on the majority of millers a condi-
lion against purchasing wheat. This under-
standingp, however, was not included ii, the
agreement. hence the present unsatisfactory
condition of affairs. I nquiiries have been,
and are still being made with a viewv to
g-iving effect to the recommendation of the
select coninuttee. 2. Answered by \o. 3.

Q(UESTION-RAILWAY CONSTRUC-
TION., MARiGARET RIVER.

Hon. AV. C. A.NGW'IN asked the 3%inister
for Works: .1, Has ai eonimenceuscnt. been
made with the work in connection with the
construction of the Margaret River rail-
way' 2, If so, why is this railway taking
precedence over the N'.yabing-Pingrnp and
other railways approved of by Parliament
before the Margaret River railway?

The AiINISTER FOR- WORKS replied:
1, Tree pulling along the route is being car-
ried out by the Agricultural Department,
advantage being taken of the fact that other-
wise the tractors controlled by that depart-
mient would have been lying idle. By pull-
ing- the heavy timber now, the work of clear-
ing and buring off will be carried out more
economically when the construction work is
commenced At a Inter date. 2, The construe-
tion of this railway was authorised at the
samie time as other three lines, viz., Nyabing-
Pingrup, lKondinin-Aferredin, and Pinjarra-
Dwarda extension. The first named will be
eo,,inenced shortly.. the Kondinia North-
wards line has been commenced, and the
Pinjar-ra-Dwarda extension will be under-
taken so soon as the financial position per-
mits and T-iils are available

QUESTION -TRA DING CONCERNS.
GOVERNMAENT ASSISTANCE.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN aked] the Premier:
1. Have the Government granted, or prom-
ised to grant, any subsidy or loan for the
purchase of any' business undertaking or
trading concern to any person or persons,
firm, company. co-operative society, or any
other association, since taking office in July
last (mining excepted)? 2, If so, who are
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the p3esons, firms, company, co-operative
society, or association to whom such subsidy
or loan has been granted or promised? 3,
If Subsidy, on what conditions? 4, If loan,
on what terms? 5, Are there any similar
business undertakings or trading concerns
already established within this State? 6. If
so, is such assistance given for the purpuse
of' competing with persons already engaged
in such business undertaking or trading con-
cern ?

The PRE31iER replied: I am not aware
of granting, or promising to --rant, any sub-
sidy or loan to anyone since July laut.

QUESTION-AGENT GENERAUSHI I'.
Hon. 41. SCADDAN asked the Premier:

1, When does the term of the present Agent
General expire? 2., Have the Government
made any offer of the appointment? 3, If
so, to whom has it been made?

The PREMIER replied: 1, 21st Mlarch,
1.917. 2 and 3 . The matter is now under
consideration.

QIJESTION-SEWERAG-i SYSTEM,
PARLIAMENT HOUSE.

Honl. J. SCADDAN asked the Minister
for Water Supply: 1, Is it a faet that ten-
ders have been called to connect Parliament
House with the metropolitan sewerage sys-
tern? 2, If so, is he aware that Parliament
House has its own system . which is woridng
satisfactorily, or at least is not a danger
to public health? 3, Is ha aware that many
p)ublic buildings in the very centre of the
City are not connected with the sewerage
system, and are undoubtedly a menace to
public health? 4, If this is so, would it not
be preferable to expend any money available
for such purposes in connecting the public
buildings referred to in preference to Par-
liament House, which could well continue
with its present systemq

The MMNSTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLY replied: 1, Yes.- 2, There is a septic
tank, but repairs have to be effected period-
ically. The engineer for metropolitan
water supply are a recently reported that
it was necessary to dlean out and effect ur-
gent repairs to the tank and filter at a cost

of £:30. To connect with the sewerage sys-
tem will cozt only £-52, and the recurring ex-
penditure indicated above will be saved. 3,
There are not many' public buildings in the
City unconnected with the sewerage system.
Tenders are about to he called for an up-to-
date systemn to serve fth central block of
Government offices. 4. Answered by No. 2.

QU ESTION-IINING INDUSTRY.

MXr. MUNSIE, for 'Mr. Green, asked the
Premier: 1, Was hie correctly reported in
sa -iik at Russelton on 9th August last that
"thef Liberal Government..hoped to do
mnchi more for the mining industry than its
predeeessors?'' 2. Seeino tlint over six
mionthis have elapsed since that statement
was made, at what dale does his floverument
propose to commence to redeem his promiseI

The PREMIER replied: 'rhe report is
substantially correct, but we dlid not under-
take to do in six mionths what our predeces-
sors had failed to accomplish in five years.

QUESTION - F7REEZING WORKS,
WYNI)HA'M, NTNANAS ROYAL
COM1MISSION.

Air. MNUNS] E asked the Premier: 1, Has
Mr. Nairn been engzaged by the Government
For work connected with the 'Nevanas Con-
tract Royal Commission? 2, What are his
special duties? 3, What fees are being
paid? 4,Was hie commissioned to go to the
Eastern States to obtain evidence? 5, If so,
wvhat fees and expenses did he receive? 6,
Was Air. Mfori-ison, who returned with Mr.
'Nairn, the writer of the special articles pub-
lished some timne ago in the West Australian,
which articles are alleged to have grossly
misrepresented the matter? 7, Was Mr.
Mof~rrison also commissioned by the Govern-
ment to assist in collecting evidence? 8, If
so, what fees and expenses were paid? 9,
If not, did be in any way assist or advise
Mr. Nairn in regard to the matter?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, To
make inquiries and assist the Commission at
its Sittings. 3, The usual fees paid to
junior counsel. 3. No. 5. None. 6, I do
not know. 7. No. 8 and (9, Answered by
No. 7.
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PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Works: Munlici-
pailities Act-Amendment of By-laws (a)
Boulder; (b) Perth.

MO 'rT ON--WAN NTV OF CONFIDEN1CE-- IN
TH4E GOYER'NMENT.

Debatle resumed from the previous (liy
on thle motion by the Ron. J. Scaddan-
''That the Government do not possess thle
confidence of the country because of their
action in introducing during this time of
w~ar purely party measures to thle exclusion
of more urgent and importalit legislation
affecting our national welfare, their in-
capacity in the handling of the public
finances, their general lack of initiative and
ability i tile administration of the affairs
of the State, and their abandonment of
the principles of responsible Government.''

Hon. TI. WALTZER (Kanownia) [4.42]:
The Government have been challenged, first
of all, because in these times theyv have in-
trod uced into the debates by way of pro-
posed legislation matters that arc purely
of a l)airty character to tine exclusion of
questions of greater national interest,
next, their general lack of initiative, and
their administration of the finances of thle
State; and, finally, because they have aban-
doned the principles of Constitutional Gov-
ernment. I should almost imagine that
those who have watched the current of pub-
lic events would require no demonstration of
this fact; it is self-evident. The very debate
wte are now engaged on is a clealr proof of
thle fact that it comes in consequence of the
purely party character of the Government's
legislation and administ ration. If it hadl
not been for that purely party character I
tilestithn whether we should have had any
vote of no-confidence. The Governmnent, in
fact, have admitted that they have intro-
41uced matters of a party chiaracier, but they
have tried to minimise the nature of the
lwmrislation of that character which they
have introduced. Even the Premier has;
stated that alt that has been done in the way
of party matters has been the introdluct ion
of one smrall clause in the Trading Concerns
Bill. I submit that inl itself would be suiffi-

cient to convict the Government of the
party character they have assumed. It- is
not the size of a clause that determines
its virulence, its danger, or its nature.
The motion now before the Chamber, so
far as the number of words is concerned,
is very small indeed, but it is fraught
with most potent possibilities. Anud in the
same way the clause in the Trading Concerns
Bill was fraught with the direst results to
this side of the House. It was an attempt
to demonstrate the party determinations of
the Government to the detriment of their
opponenits. There can be no question that
that measure covered the line of cleavage be-
tween the Liberal organisations and the La-
bour organisations of tile State. The Gov-
erment had made it impossible for their
successors ever to introduce a measure for
the good of the State if it involved the es-
tablishment of however small a trading con-
cern. At the same time they themselves, be-
fore the Bill is passed, 'are almost every day,
for the benefit of some of their supporters,'
starting or farthbering trading concerns. That
measure 'was like a dlose of strychnine or of
arsenic, smiall in bulk hut great in power, in-
tended to 1ill their political opponents. And
ilhai, too, at a time when the Government
were endeavouring to get into recess. The
only m . easuire they saved from the wholesale
slaughter of the innocents was this measure.
which was, purely an attack upon party p~rtn-
ciple. All tine other mieasures for the redemp-
tion of the finances of the State, for prepara-
tion for receiving the returned soldiers, all
that made it more easy to supply the means in
ever -y way, v through cvery avenue, for the
winning this terrible war-all these mea-
sures were sunk, forgotten,. allowed to slide'
but this one must be preserved from the
wreckage. (lie only one that had a party
tinge about it. And that is not the only way
in which they hnve introduced party mea-
sures. From their coming into office they
have adopted and discussed practically only
party measures What was their Bill for the
redistribution of seats! Was it a Bill for
national welfare or to meet the exigencies of
the hour! Was it a Bill necessary for the
safety of the State1 Was it in any way
connected wTith those great national institu-
tis whieh we hear so glibly discussed in-
side and outside the House!I No. It was
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a measure amittedly designed to get more
political power to that side of the House.
There was no shirking of that fact. It was
admitted on every hand that that was the
purpose, to redistribute political power so as
to take it away from the Labour party and
hand it over to their opponents. If that was
not of a purely party nature I do nuL lzut,
when we can get a measure of a purely
party nature introduced. There was no
national element in that proposal; it was
purely intended to take away the power and
the rights of the larger section of the corn-
munity in this State, the working :otli'n.
Therefore, on that score, too, Qhe Govern-
ment arc convicted of introducing measures
of a purely party character, t6 the exclu-
sion of national proposals. Then, in regard
to their finances, what have they to say for
themselves by way of explanation? Merely
that they have not had time, that they have
been in office only six months. Six months
in which to make a commencement, to form-
ulate a policy, to tell us what they have re-
solved upon. It is not a question of carry-
ing out and completing the whole of thle pro-
visions of their policy. But snrely we
should have by this time some indication of
whlat is proposed. Nevertheless there is no-
thing put forward in that connection. 'The
Government are still living on the abuse of
their predecessors, and still are following in
the footsteps of their predecessors. They
arc abusing in every possible way the late
Government, but at the same time adopting
aill their measures, all the legislation they
have passed, even to the trading concerns,
to their own advantage and for the mainten-
anice of their financial stability. Not o~ne
measure passed hy the lpreviouls Government
is it proposed to annul. Indeed, there is
not any measure that became the law of the
land during the life of the late Government
which the present Government are not now
administering to their own advantage. One
of the reasons why the Government should
go to the country is their manifest insincerity
as shown in the criticism they have levelled
at their predecessors and the course they are
now taking. There is neither honesty nor
honour along the tracks being followed by
those now in possession of the Treasury
bench, Indeed, they amongst themselves
give the falsehood to the statement that

there has not been time to initiate anything.
In another Chaimber a member of the Gov-
ernment, since he had a chance of looking
behind the scenes, has given to the public
a full and] complete exposition of the deficit
that now exists and must continue to exist
under present circumstances. He has told
us that in a growing State like this, which
of neessity must borrow money for its de-
velopment, interest and sinking fund are
hond to increase from year to year. It is
not possible to stop that increment unless we
stop all development, If we are to make this
State a place lit to live in, fit to receive our
soldiers after the wvar, we are obliged to con-
tinue spending nioney. We have not seen
the end of our spending- in that direction.
-Moreover, the Minister has pointed out in
his explanation of the present deficit that
as we develop, as i he country becomes more
settled in its remote parts, we must provide
increased school accommodation, and it has.
been shown how the expenditure on educa-
tion since 1910 tip to the present has in-
creased year by year. That has helped to
make the deficit. And in saying what I am,
and quoting for my authority the Colonial
Secretary, 1 am answering what was ad-
vanced last nighbt in a speech which, from an
oratorical standpoint , was one of the best I
have ever heard from the Mlinister for Rail-
ways, when that Minister pointed out that
1:15,000,000 had been spent. He did not ob-
ject to that, bitt he asked "What has it been
spent in?" His own colleague, the Colonial
Secretary, lies told us that it has been
spent in developing the country, in incre-
ments that were necessary for the sinking
fund, for education,' for the administration
of justice,. and for the purpose of assisting
the farmers through railways and other aids
indispensable to the development of out-
lying districts. That is where the money
has gone. I defy members opposite to show
where one penny has been spent in other
than the development of the State, and the
furtherance of the welfare of the people,
in making preparations for the settlement
of the people on the soil, in helping those
who have taken up their holdings and are
fighiting against nature's moods and the
diffictulties to be encountered in fanning
life. Not one penny baa been extravagantly
spent. Possibly I shall be interrupted here
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by someone asking "What about your
trading concerns?,, I say they are infini-
tesimal in comparison with the great ex-
penditure on railways, on agricultural de-
velopment. on education, and on the recog-
nition of tie needs of our lower working
population and of our public service. And in
any case, those trading concerns have been
practically adopted 'by the present Govern-
menit and are now showing a profit. In the
very, first instance we could not expect them
to show a profit. fn the beginning of great
enterprises we do not look for returns. We
have to wait until they have gained a proper
footing, and are allowed a fair trial. And
now, when the trial has been given to them,
we find that instead of being losses they
are profits to the country. Therefore I sub-
wit that the mere abase of the preceding
Government for having borrowed money for
the development of the State-and every'
penny went for that purpose-is idle. The
expenditure of that money has enabled the
State to get through the financial stress due
to a g~cat drought and a terrible war; it
has kept the State in such a condition that
the strain has been fclt less here than in
an ,y other part of the Commonwealth, a!-
most of the world. We have beea scarcely
aware that a war is proceeding; we have
scarcely felt thie decrease in our merchant
fleets between us and the old world. We
have scarcely known that Nature had re-
fused to us a season's bounty, and that
hundreds of thousands, nay, millions of
pounds. were lost to circulation in conse-
quence. All this, I submit, is due to the
fact that the late Government had regard
for the welfare of the people, for the keep-
ing of industry proceeding, for tbie building
lip of the country in spite of the stress that
was on us during the years we were in office.
And what are the present Government do-
ing to alter that? 'What steps have they
taken to make a revolution in that policy
we pursued? They cannot make a revolu-
tion; they must go on in the same course,
and it is the very course for the advocacy
of which the Minister for Railways received
an ovation at the conclusion of his speech
last night. We have spent the money' on
opening up our lands, having them culti-
vated, settling our people, and making our
people contented. That has been oar pal-

icy, and it is claimed now to be the very
policy which, according to the speech of
the Minister for Railways last night, they
"'ant to see realised. Instead of decreasing
expenditure, I submit that the Government
have increased expenditure where the neces-
sity for so doing did not exist. Instead of
the deficit going on month after month in
the same way as it did when the money was
uised for paying the liabilities of the State
in order to keep our industries moving,
these expenses have been augmented since
the present Government took office, and in-
stead of our deficit diminishing, it is now
increasing. .Month by month it is going on
and we are adding more to it. What
answer is it to say, "We have not had the
time"? They put us out of office because
they said they knew the way in which to do
it. They maligned the previous Govern-
mient on the score that they were incapable
in their administration, that they were not
businesslike, that they were wasteful and
extravagant, and that they did not know
how to deal with the great con cern of
State.

Mvr, O'Loghlen: They said we did not
know how to run a lollyshop.

Hon. T. WALKER: Surely they had in
mind at the timec some idea as to how things
were to be altered. They saw presumably
that things were wrong, and presumably,
too, they knew just exactly where things
wvere wrong and what the remedy was.
Otherwise, they were not justified in turning
out the Government which were, I submit,
doing what wvas in accordance with the pol-
icy announced last night by the Minister
for Railways. Have they shown that they
knew where to effect the remedy, what to
stop, and what to add? They havIe not in
one instance shown us that they had one
iota of a policy to pursue. Their sole pol-
icy seems to have been to get upon the
Treasury bench, and no more. In no in-
stance have they shown where any altera-
tion is a necessity. In no instance have they
introduced any change. If we were drift-
ing when we were in office, then there is an
increased drift under the rdgime of the pre-
sent Government. We were told that we
were not administrators. What change has
been made in the administration of any de-
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pertinent unless it be in the composition of
the Industries Assistance Board! What
alteration in policy has been made in the
Treasury, in the Lands Department, the
Public Works Department, the Crown Law
Department, in the Charities Department,
or any of the depaflmentst No alteration
whatsoever has been made in any of them,
but the policy laid down by their predeces-
sors has been religiously and rigidly pur-
sued lip to now. If they had a policy,
surely six months is a long enough time in
which to announce it and in which to tell
us of it. All that they are asking for at the
present time is that they shall he allowed
to g~et into recess,. and their excuse is that
they want to look into the pigeon holes, to
get behind the scenes, to ransack and rum-
mage the departments over which they now
have control.

The Minister for Railways: No, no.

lion. T. WALKER:- Their excuse is that
they want to do this in order that they may
.9ee then what they may be going to do. That
is an admission tantamount to saying that
they never had a policy, hut that they are
going to hunt for one during -recess,' and
are going to see if they cannot find some-
thing to so~y that may lie in the nature of
throwing dust in the eyes of the public
during the lime between no"' and a disso-
lution, when it will be too late for them to
do anything. This is a clear admission that
they ran do nothing and intend to do no-
thing, and that they are simply existing in
their Ministerial offices on the strength of
their slanders, showered ulpon their predeces-
sors. No other argument can be advanced.
It is clear to everyone who takes an intelli-
gent interest in the affairs, of the State, that
this country cannot maintain its speed of
development with the revenue it is now
receiving. It must he clear to everyone who
thinks that money value hias changed since
1010, that the purchasing power of the
sovereign is not what it was at that time,
that we are receiving revenue based upon the
old value of money, and that we are paying
it out for services rendered on the new
value. That in itself must drift us back-
wards, if there were no other causes in
operation. What attempts at the adjust-
inent of taxation have been proposed ser-i-

ously by members sitting on the Govern-
ment benches? Most tiddlywinking Bills
have been introduced into this Chamber,
Bills that were not fit for discussion by a
third rate debating society. These Bills
in all seriousness were flunig upon the Table
of Ihe House to engage the attention of
legislators paid by the country to devote
their attention to the affairs of the country.
NTo serious attempt has been wade at mak-
ing those who were best able to bear the
burden take upon their shoulders a fair
share of their obligations to the State. No
effort of thin kind has been made. Six
months have passed, and even these paltry,
trivial,. insignificant, and almost amusing
little flyleafs of Bills of legislation, when
it was found that there were those who saw
their true character, the inadequacy of the
means to an end, the fallacy of the remedy
proposed, and when the Government saw
that there were on their own side of the
House men who would not tolerate these
frivolous attempts at playing with the fin-
ances of the country, were hustled together
and thrown with contempt-even their con-
tempt-into the waste-paper basket. I do
not know what lay behind this sudden
determination. I do not know if there were
any caucus meetings. I am not able to
assert that the two parties who sit opposite
to the Opposition met together and that the
Government were plainly told to get into
recess and think out the problems of finance,
and let go these frivolous things which they
had brought before the Chamber, hut I
have a shrewd suspicion that this was more
or less what happened.

Hon. J. Scaddan: It is absolutely cor-
rect.

Hon. T. WALKER: They have not had
the moral courage even to carry out their
policy as outlined in the measures they have
brought' before this Chamber. They have
deserted every' one of them except . as I say,
those measures which are of a purely party
character. What can be s~aid to-day of the
sincerity of thle Government after half de-
bating these measures, after public meetings
had been held, and after all kinds of con-
troversy, that after intriguing and ba-rgain-
ing for power they threw these measures,
which constituted the only policy they then
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liad, overboard in order that they might get
into a hole where daylight cannot pursule
them 9

The M1inister for Railways: That is not a
fair remark.

Hon. T. WALKER: It mnar not be fair:.
but it is expressive. I wirit to be expres-
sive because 1 am impugning the sincerity
of the Government. No Government can
hoast of sincerity that would yield so sud-
dleily to the demands of an appendage to
their party for the sake of continuance in
office. They say they will stand or fall by
their policy, but it seems to me that thre
Government arc not ready to fall in any
circumstances. They are willing to snatch
at any reed, however rotten, in order that
they may stick to their posts for the pres-
eat. We have the spectacle of the affairs of
this country being conducted, not by high
and dignified niotives, niot by a burn-
ing zeal for its welfare, but by intrigue and
political purchases, the selling of principle .
anid the forfeiting of honrour. That is how
the conitry is being run, end lion. niembers
know it. The events in the minds of lion.
miembers are so recent that they cannot have
been forgotten. The Government owe their
seats to intrigue, to the sacrifice of principle
and of right. Those who are supporting the
Government know this full well, and yet
they keep them in office. I say that public
life has come to that stage when, this thing
that I have mentioned being- evident, the pub-
lie have a right to say something about it.
It is time thai. the public judged of that sort
of thing, The public are judging of that
sort of thing. They are ready to give a ver-
diet as soon as; the opportunity is conferred
upon them. All these meetings that. we have
in the town hell led by the mayor and Mr.
Vincent, and the war- party, are nothing but
votes- of censure upon the present Govern-
ment.

Hon. .1. Seaddan: Hear, hear.
Hon. T. WALKER: Undoubtedl y it is so.
Hon. J. Seaddan: What about the Sunday

Times f
Hon. T. WALKER:- And the Sugiday

Times is as strong as any of themi in its con-
deinnation of the present Government. When
it said, "Get on or get out," without giving
any specific reasons, it practically sums up
what I have said up to this stage of my

speech. Al these discussions to which 1 have
referred represent a declaration to the effect
that the puiblic of the State cannot trust the
Liberals.

Mr. Hickmott: Do they trust you and
your partyq

lion. T. WALKER: I assure the hon.
member that they would p)refer to trust ItS
to trusting those who would descend to tac-
ices such as have been adopted in this Cham-
ber, or by certain members of the Chamber,
within the last few weeks.

Hon. J. Scaddan: You are niot game to
put the question to them.

Hon. T. WALKER: The proof of the
pudding is in the eating. Let the Govern-
ment have the courage to go to the people--
as they threatened the other day in a thea-
trical and pseudo-dramatic manner so to do
-and we shall see how the public will de-
cide. I am absolutely confident that the pub-
lic would show its complete mistrust of the
Govdrnment now administering the affairs
of this State.

The M-inister for, Railways: You are a
very poor judge.

Hon. T. WALKER: .1 have had sufficient
experience of public life to be able to gauge
the public pulse even better than the Minis-
ter for Railways, and I aver that the resolu-
tions carried at the recent meeting in the
Town Hall and at other mneetings in favour
of establishing a national Government--

MAr. Thomson: Are you in favour of a
national party?

Hon.- T. WALKAER: I am distinctly in
favour of a national party, for that means
a Labour Parliament.

.Nr. Thomson: I thought so.
lion. T. WALKER: I give the hon. mem-

bet: credit for thinking right sometimes, and
in this matter lie is right. T submit there is
no party who in their principles and aims
are so national as are the Labour party.

Mr. Thomson:- Are you prepared to sink
party questions in this House?

Hon. T. WALKER: I an' prepared to
sink everything that is jpettyv or little or dis-
ihonlourable or dishonest, and to stand for the
people; and the people constitute the nation.
T am a representative of the people; and,
therefore, the word "Labour," the most dig-
nified word in the English language, I
adopt.
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Mr. Thomson: I have nothing to say
aigainst Labour; but I ask, are you preparca
to drop party questions!

Hon. T. WALKER: It is Labour 1 am
lighting for. Labour means equal oppor-
tunities for all. It means the helping of the
under-dog to rise and better his lot. it
means the lifting of society upward from
its foundation, the building up of society
from the tinder structure. That is the cause
I represent. There is nothing more national,
no4th~ing wider in its scope, nothing further-
reaclhing in its humanitarian principles,

'The Minister for Works: Your practice
differs fromi your principles.

Mr. Thomson: We all strive to do what
the lion, member says.

Hion. T. WALKER: Then all members
op-posite ought to be on this side of tile
House with us. I submit that the principles
r'epresented on the other side of the House,
principles of office-hunting and office-keep-
i- -

'rho Minister for Works: Ohi, go on!
Hlon. T. WALKER: I am speaking the

absolute truth, and the -Minister does not
like it. I oppose any principles wvhatsoever
that aim at benefiting sections and support-
ers. I oppose the Government who buy sup-
port by promises from the punblic purse, who
g-ain a tenure of office by absolutely lavish-
ing upon certain sections of the community
both promises and subsidies. I say such con-
duct is pure party, and nowise national. It
is the antithesis of national. It is sectional.
petty, and selfish. Therefore I object to the
present Government; and therefore I want
to let the people have a say as to whether
tile resolutions passed at the pulic meetings
to which T have referred are in earnest. If
those public meetings are crying out for a
national party, I submit they are crying out
for the resignations of the Ministers now
running this country on purely party lines.
Every member of thiis House, moreover, who
has participated in those resolutions is ask-
ing for the resignations of Ministers.

The Minister for Works: The people are
not prepared to put you in.

Hon. T. WALKER :Let us trust the peo-
pie, and let us see whether they are prepared
to take this party into their confidence. If
the people fail to do so, they need further
education. The Government, being thus

condemned by sections of their own support-
ers, by the Liberal of Liberals in this State,
condemned as unfit to hold office, would be
well advised to take the warning and con-
sult the people.

The 'Minister for- Works: You have a hune
imagination.

Hon. T. WALKER: There is no imagina-
tion in the fact that the Government have
been condemned, and that party politics
have been condemned, at large public meet-
ings.

Mr. Thomson W~hy persist in party poli-
tics, then!?

Hon. T. WALKER: And whom are those
public meetings condemning? The Labour
p~arty are not in office; the Labour party
are not tile Government. What Government
do those public meetings condemn and re-
proach, and, if you will, vilify, except the
Government who hold the reins of office? 1
knowv wveil what the large bulk of the people,
the workers and toilers of this State, think
of the p)resent situation.

The Minister for Railways: What about
the member for Pilbarra (Mr. Underwood) I

Mr. Thomson: What about the member
for Oeralton (Mr. Ileitmann)?

Hon. T. WALKER: I know the public of
this State are utterly disgusted--

The Minister for Railways: With the La-
bour party.

Ron. T. WALKER: With the party now
in office, the Liberal party. The people are
disgusted with the conduct and management
of the affairs of this State by those who are
in charge of the State's affairs. They are dis-
gusted especially with the contrast between
results achieved and promises made; the
contrast between the spread of banners and
blast or trumpets which inaugurated the ac-
cession of Ministers to office, and what Min-
isters are doing. There never has been in
the history of this country such a humiliat-
ing contrast, and the people of this Country
are beginning to be utterly and completely
disgusted with any form of parliamentary
government in existence, because of the per-
formance of the present Government. One
cannot say that this feeling is due to what
happened during the Labour r~gime.

The Minister for. Works: Oh, yes.
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Bon. T. WVALKER: Six months have
passed since then.

The Minister for Works:- But there is the
aftermath.

Hon. T. WALKER: Where now are the
idols of the public upon -the other side of
the House 7 Where is the Minister whom
the public look upon as their saviour, their
liberator, their emancipator? It is cer-
tainly not the hon. gentleman who has been
interrupting. There is not one Minister
upon whom the public look with respect
unless it be-for his private character and
for his modesty and his gentlemanly bear-
ing-the Minister for Lands; and I say this
in all sincerity. I will except that hon. gen-
tleman. But let uis take the rest of the
Ministers. Which of them stands high in
public favour? What man would pledge
his tryst to a single one of the other mem-
bers of the present Government? The idols
of six months ago have fallen, are found to
have feed of clay.

Mr. Nairn: Feet of clay are better than
heads of clay.

Hon. T. WALKER: I am afraid the hon.
member interjectig has not even a head of
clay. His head is of putty.

MLr. SPEAKER: Order! The member
for Kanowna will withdraw.

Hon. T. WALKER: I withdraw, Sir. I
replied huniourously to an interjection. A
general vote of want of confidence has been
moved against the Government by the public;
not a passive, quiescent motion of want of
confidence, not a voiceless one, but one that
is making itself heard at public meetings
and throughi every avenue of the Press that
is available. But,' unfortunately, the Press
of this State is sold body and soul to the
present Government, or to those principles
which Ministers are said to espouse, but
which they never elucidate or carry out.
The Press of this State every morning sup-
presses the tnith in regard to opponents of
the Government, softens the faults of the
Government, and changes the Government's
acts of wrong into right. Thereby the Press
is spreading through the community, in the
public mind, a mental disease, which may
prove lamentable to the public life of th e
future. That is evident to uns all. The
Press is assisting the Government by sup-

pressing the views of their opponents, by
suppressing the correction of the Govern-
mnent's misstatements, and by reiterating
broadcast the Government's inisreprenta-
tions and vilifications of their opponents.
There has been no other than a policy of
personal pusillanimity towards those who
have opposed the Government in the great
fight for political right in Western Aus-
tralia. All through there has been only one
song that has been sung on the other
side of the House; "You on that side are
Labour men, with the grip of Labour on
you. You are uncouth, uncultured, unfit to
shine in the brilliant atmosphere of upper
crust society.",

.Mr. Thomson: What party bitterness!

Hion. T. WALKER: This is only an ex-
posuire of party bitterness. Does the hon.
member think that we must sit here, year in
and year out, listening to these calumnies
and reproaches and slanders, to these mis-
statemnts, to sometimes deliberately incor-
rect uitterances designed to belie, to besmear,
,ind to belittle us who sit on this side of the
House? Arc we to submit to that quietly?
We are obliged to reply, because that is the
antidote, and the only antidote, to the poison
which has been disseminated from the
oilier side of' the House. The Premier has
never been known to make a public utter-
anice outside this Chamber without malig-n-
ing those opposed to him.

lilon. J. Scaddan: His whole policy is
Inade tip of that.

Hon. T. WALKER: The Premier has
never been known to deliver a speech of any
length but the burden of it has been the
belittling of the Labour party and the slan-
(dering of the Opposition as a whole. There-
fore it is time we spoke.

AM1r. Nairn: You would not adopt such
tactics, would you?

Hon. T. WALKER: If one is provoked
in this manner, by actual contact and exN-
perience, then, after patient sulbmission, one
is obliged to speak, and to speak fearlessly
andI plainly, on this subject. Can the hon.
member who interjected deny that? floes
he not on every occasion try to cast some
slur upon us?

Hon. J. Scaddan: The member for Swan
is not the worst.
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Hon. T. WALKER: I will admit the
member for Swan is one of the more sen-
sible of our opponents. Bat I guarantee
that if the bon. member could lay bare his
heart to-night in this Chamber-if he
deemed it wise, in consideration of his
future prospects as a politician, to tell us
what lie really thinks of the Premier and
other Ministers-

Mr. Nairn: I think I would include you,
too.I

Hon. T. WALKER: I should not object
to that. I expect the hon, member to dis-
trust me, to be censorious in regard to me.

Mr. Gardiner: If this were the Palace of
Truth, we would bear things.

Ron. T. WALKER: Aye, if it were; if
we had an instrument devised by some Edi-
son to enable us to know the heart's mean-
ing. As for the hon. member himself, lie
h as his criticism, if he could give it con-
sistently and still maintain his seat. He
himself has gone forlh to the public and
said, "flown with the Government which
now exists; give us another in its place.
Some of them at least are not fit to be there,
and there are men on the other si~e of tile
House who are fit to be there. Let those on
the Treasury bench who are unfit get out
and make room for those on tl'e opposition
side and on the cross benches who are fit."
That is what he has told the country with
considerable gusto and eloquence. His
inouth being now closed: and mine being
allowed speech. I can speak even for him in
this matter. I was struck with thie evidence
supplied of the policy always pursined, it
appears to me, in support of the Govern-
ment. by the remarks of thle Ihon. member
for Nelson (11r. Willnxott). He gave us a
glowing account of how potatoes might be
grown, how a newv settlement mnight be es-
tablished in the State wvith the atmosphere
of the rural areas, of how this country
would hum and murmur will, prosperity by
the addition of a few more fowls and a few
more rigs. We have heard this kind of
thing imie and time again.

Mr. Thomson: Why did you not do some-
thing?

Ron. T. WALKER: We did, in every
possible way. Our chief helper in the crea-
tina of tI'nAoni wn our helpfulness to

those who were endeavouring to bring the
soil under cultivation. It is precisely the
policy we lpursued, and if our friends on the
er.oss benches would but tell the truth, they
would admit that not only did we further
that policy, but in a great measure we in-
a uglurated it. What can be thought of a
Minister whoi is alwa~s sp.aking of bringing
the unsettled pins i,,o rhr State under cut-
tiaion 'wn we have him aud other Minis-
tnrs puttiog their beads together for the
t~url',ose of absolutely locking an enormous
area of this State? There shall be agri-
cultural lines for the farmer in oilier dis-
tricts, but none for that district which lies
between Esperauce and Norsemen. It is
evidence of party measures, party strife.
What induced the Ilinister for Works to
stop the construction of tile Esperanee rail-
way as soon as he came into office? it is,
alleged that it was because it was thought
there was salt in the soil. But the truth is
it was purely from the bitterest party
spirit, it wvas from a desire to penalise a
section of the goldflelds community, , to
wrong not only those who bad vested in-
teresis there, but also those settlers who
year in and year out, long Ibefore I here was
a Labour Government, took their lives in
their hands and settled in that part. The
men who settled in that district have bad to
suffer privations compared with which those
of tbe settlers in our eastern agricultural
areas, in the wheat belt, are insignificant in
time extreme. But they are still there, and
continuing to struggle. despite the cruel
wrong dlone them by' the Minister for Works.
What sincerity can there be in their talk
of settlement and of preparing land for
immigrants who are to come here after the
war is over whben an area capable of sup-
portiug hundreds of tholeoands of settlers if
broughIt properly under cultivation is closed
against the people? The Government closed
that area up deliberately and misrepresented
to the public all the facts connected with it.
Thtey tried to make the world believe that
thle Labour Government had deliberately
placed] those people on thle Esperhiue6 land
regardless of tile character of the soil, that
we put them [ here deliberately Io starve, that
it was we who had inducedi them into the
trap into which they have so grievously
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fallen. , They did this while the facts are
that long before Labour conceived even the
possibility of at Labour Government suc-
ceeding to the Treasury bench, the pre-
vious Government had drawn maps with a
railway line marked on them, and had de-
signaled that portion of the country as ag-
ricultural land.

The Minister for Railways: How long
ago was that?

Hon. T. WALKER: Not so many years
ago. The maps I. refer to were produced
in this House since the hon. member has
been member for Northam. Reports con-
cerning the nature of the soil were dealt
with by the Minister himself prior to the
advent of the Labour Government. All
this shows how lacking in the moral sense
are some of the politicians of the Liberal
party. The facts are all against
them. Settlers were there on the Es-
perance land when I arrived on the
spot within the first month after my
election and hlave been there ever
since. My conception of public life is that
one should speak the truth even though it
is against one. During the whole of my
public life I have never sought to deny any
fact that has comet
defy any member ii
the contrary. If it i:
hedged as fact, but
have believed is not
admit my error
amends. That is
public life, and i
lack of that spiritt
ing fault with the G

o my knowledge, and I
n this House to prove
afact, let it be acknow-

if I learn that what I
true I will not only
but cheerfully make
the proper spirit of
tis because of the

hat I am now find-
~overnment. It is be-

cause they have been silent on matters of
fact or if they have not been silent, they
have deliberately ignored or misrepresented
them. That was demonstrated in the course
of the debate in this Chamber on the sub-
ject of Esperance land a little time ago.
Let us see how much in earnest the Gov-
ernment are in regard to the question of
settlement and the finding of land for peo-
ple who are to come to this country. I
asked the Minister for Works the other
evening if he had made himself acquainted
with, and had read, the evidence taken
before the Esperance Royal Commis-
sion. He is a public man, and he
is the man responsible for the stop-

page of that railway construction. Ile
stopped that work as lie has declared, off
his own bat, and he makes that admission
it, I bough it were something to be proud of.
In my judgment it was one of the most
ignioble public acts ever committed in this
State. In reply to my question he had to
admit lie had never read the evidence, had
never kept in touch with an investigation
so intimately connected with his own oflice
and with the hornour of his Government.
Are such men fit to occupy the Govern-
nlent benches? Sometime ago we were told
by the Minister for Industries (Hon. J.
Mitchell), in answer to a question I put
to him, that we should have the report of
the Roy, al Commission on Esperance lands
in January. January has passed, and Feb.
i-nary has nearly gone; but there is no re-
port. And yet I submit there is already'
evidence taken that accuses the Minister for
Works of having commuitted a corrupt, mis-
guided. unnecesary, and wrongful action in
the stop ji ; of that work.

The Minister for Railways: Which comn-
mission are you referring tot

Elon. T. WALKER: I am referring to
the evidence taken before the Esperance
Roy' al Commission. ft is true the Govern-
meant have declared their desire to settle
once and for all the salt problem. But the.
salt problem rests only on the testimogy of
one man6 and his analyses have been ques-
tioned by others equally capable of coming
to a sound conclusion. And, apart alto-
gether from theo question whether there is or
is Dot salt in the soil, it has been demon-
strated before the Commission that the E-
peranee country will grow wheat. There is
abundant evidence that, salt or no salt,
wvheat can be grown. In the face of this
fact, what should the Government dot The
Government have thrown men out of work
by the stoppage of the railway. They have
crushled the enterprise of those settlers,
and thrown a gloomy cloud over the hearts
of those people. If their actions are
prompted by high ideals, what should they
do? They should withdraw the slander
they have thrown against this portion of
the country, and should start that country
again towards prosperity. We are now told
that the Commission is to visit Adelaide.
For what purpose? We are told the per-



[21 FEBRUARY, 1917.]184

pose is that the members of the Commission
may see the mallce lands of that State. But
is that necessary! They have a South Aus-
tralian malice farmer on the Commission.
assert all that is necessary is that the mem-
bers of the Commission judge by the results
achieved or learned by him. on the mnllee of
Western Australia, utilise his eslperience in
the compilation of Iheir report, but in-
stead of that we are told they are
all to go to South Australia. It is not a
question of the mallee lands of South Aus-
tralia but of our own mallce land. There is
plenty, of mallce laud in this State, both
in the Esperance area and elsewhere; and
we know that those lands will, tinder a pro-
per system of cultivation, grow wheat.
Even under the adverse circumstances which
p)revailed during the cultivation of last
year's crop), we had good results in Esper-
ante. Then, only at the last moment is there
any attempt made to bring the product of
the wheat fields in that mallee country into
the market. The farmers there were left
with their product to rot; they wvere told to
give it to the pigs or do anything with it
rather than send it to the market. Is that
the spirit that is going to bring about set-
tlement in this part of the country? At
the present time there is the evidence which
is incontrovertible, that, salt or no salt in the
soil, the malice land between Norseman and
Esperance will grow wheat, and there are
hundreds of thousands of acres of it. Tt
will grow wheat under conditions similar to
those existing in the eastern districts.

The Minister for Railways: Oh, no.
Hon. T. WALKER: Yes, I have seen it.

It is true that some of the farmers were un-
able to get their fertilisers until the crops
had grown, and that they were unahle to
secure necessary* machinery, and moreover,
some of these people being farmers without
experience, the results in their cases were
poor. But where there were actual facili-
ties, and wvhere experience was 1)roughlt to
bear, and the methods of agriculture pro-
perly arplied. the evidence of fertility' was
abundant. That fact has been clearly shown
on the pages of evidence taken by the pres-
ent Royal Commiss ion. The~re are poor lands
all over the State.

The Minister for Railways: All over thec
world.

Hon. T. WALKER: But there is no part
of this State where the land is so uniform as
it is in the district I am debating, and it has
grown wheat and will continue to grow
wheat prolifically. It has grown as much
hay as two tons to the acre, and as much
wheat as 20 bushels to the acre.

Bon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : What is the average; that is the
point?

Hon. T. WALKER: The average under
the circumstances is good. The land has not
had the attention it should have had when
being prepared. It has been merely burnt
Off and the seed put in amongst the malice
root. Under such, circumstances, can we
exp~ect a big crop? My point is that the
land "'ill respond to cultivation, that fer-
tilitY is in the soil, and that there is there
the possibility of opening up an enormous
area that would provide homes for hun-
dreds seeking them, even from the old world.
What sincerity is there in locking uip that
portion of the country and sending the peo-
ple off the soil, when on the other hand we
talk about making our State prosperous?

The Minister for Railways: What about
your own Minister for Works: Why did he
not commence the line?

Hon. T. WALKER: He did commence it.
The delayv in starting was due to innumer-
able circumstances, the difficulty of obtain-
inz the rails in particular. But the line
was in process of construction when the
present Government came into office, and
they immediately stopped the work. That
is wvhat I am objecting to. That kind of
conduct shows that the public are justified
in their doubts about the sincerity of the
Ministers now in office, and they are justi-
fied in believing that they deserve the ver-
diet of their maisters with as little de!ay as
rossible. The people are justified in asking
the Government to submit themselves at

tehsigs. There is only another point
to which I desire to refer: and that is the
desertion on the part of the Government
from constitutional princinles.

The Minister for Railways interjected.
Hon. T. WALKER: The -Minister for

Railways just blubbered something: I have
no idea what it wa3 he said. I will ask him
though, whether the Government have acted
constitutionally since they have been in
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office? What can the hion. member say?
How are the Government holding office
now? They are holding office at the risk
of getting the vote of the Speaker.

Mr. Hardwick: We have a majority.
Hon. .1. Seaddan: They avoided the risk.
M r. Mlunsic: They bought the risk off.
Hon, T?. WALKER: What can be said

of the leader of a Government with a strict
regard for constitutional principles who,
when beaten, goes down to His Excellency
and tenders the resignation of his Ministry,
and while doing so chats over with His Ex-
cellency the possibilities of still getting sup-
port, and 'afterwards calls the two parties
together because his own party cannot exist
on its own muerits. The present Government
owe their existence to the allegiance of a
separatc party which was sent to this Par-
liament to put them out.

The Minister for Railways: Oh no.
Hon. T. WALKER: Undoubtedly. The

Country party challenged nearly every mem-
ber of the Liberal party, and won seats from
honest upright Liberals. Now the Lib-
erals need the support of the Country party.
When the two parties met in conclave the
Country party said, "We will not promise
you our undivided support unless you drop
your rubbish; those taxation Bills, throw
them over and get into recess to think over
things.

Hon. J. Seaddan: Do they deny that?
The Minister for Railways: Yes.
Hon. .1. Scaddan: You will deny anything.
Hon. T. WALKER: Then the Govern-

ment get leave to withdraw the resignation
tendered to His Excellency. Did anyone
ever hear of a constitutional Government
taking a man outside His Excellency's res-
ponsible advisers to tender to His Excel-
lency what was tantamount to advice? Was
ever constitutional government so profaned
before

The Minister for Railways: There was no
resignation.

H1on. T. WALKER: There was the ten-
dering of the resignation. The hon. mem-
ber must admit that. There cannot be any
quibble about it, The Premier came to this
House and told hion. members that the resig-
nation was under consideration by His Ex-
cellency and the result would be known
later.

The Mkinisler for Railways: It was a re-
pies: for a dissolution.

Hun. T. WALKER: I wish the hion.
memiber would not try to quibble or inter-
rupt inc.

The Mlinister for Railways: I am not
quibbling-; I amn telling you the truth.

Hon. T. WALKER: I repeat that the
resigtntion was tendered to the Governor,
and His Excellency sent a message to this
House that it was under his consideration.
The Premier told hon. members that the ye-
suit would be made known to the Assembly
later on.

The Minister for Railways: I tell you it
was a question of a dissolutioin.

Hon. T. WALKER:; A dissolution means
going to the country. Thea we have the
'fleeting of the two parties and the man who
has no standing whatever is taken to Gov-
ernment 'House.

The Minister for Railways: It was a meet-
ing of members of Parliament; there were
no outsiders there like McCallum

Hon, T. WALKER: Afterwards the
leader of the Country party is admitted to
the presence of His Excellency to give what,
I repeat, was tantamount to advice. 'What
does that imply? It implies that His Ex-
cellency could not take the word of the Pre-
mier. If the Governor cannot take the word
of the Premier it is his duty to send the
Premier about his business. Every consti-
tutional authority lays that down as a right.
Once a responsible adviser cannot any longer
be trusted the first duty is to get rid of
him. What is done here? A doubt is ex-
pressed and the country is humiliated by
the fact becoming known that unless Wilson
was sp)onsored by-

Mr. SPEARER: Order! The hion. mem-
ber is not entitled to refer to the Premier
by his surname.

Hou. T. WALKER: Well then, unless
the Premier was sponsored by the leader of
the Country party the Governor would not
take his word.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber will withdraw and apologise for that
remark. It is a distinct reflection on the
Premier.

Hon. T. WALKER: What is? I did not
say anything which reflected on the Pre-
mier.
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Mr. SPEAKER: I ask you to withdraw
and apologise for the reflection on the Pre-
mier.

H1oz. T'. WALKER: If I have wade a re-
flection on the Premier I withdraw and
apologise, in acordance with the rules of the
House.

Hon. J. Scaddan: What wasl the reflec-
tionI

Hon. T. WALKER: I do not know. I
do not know whether I have reflected, ex-
cept by the usual course of debate. I say
that if that conduct was pursued, as it was,
then I did not reflect; it is the conduct of
the Premier and of others that reflects onl
tile 11onour and the constitutional principles
which guide this House-that is the reflec-
tion. The Premier did take with 'aim to con-
firm what he had to say, one who is not in
the constitutional councils, and who has no
voice or right there, more particularly when
the fate of the Government is hanging on
the decision of His Excellency. It is un-
seemly-worse, it is the introduction of a
principle, the end of which we cannot fore-
see, and responsible government must go if
the responsible advisers have to be backed
uip by those who, so far as constitutional pro-
cedure is concerned, are irresponsible sup-
porters. The word of the Premier was suffi-
cient to introduce a new element, to cast a
shadow of doubt or a reflection on the Pre-
mier himself and a reflection on the Govern-
ment of tie country. It was a clear aban-
donment of constitutional government, and
it shows to what extent the Government wvill
goa in order to retain office. Apparently, no-
thing stops them in the course they are
taking.

The Minister for Railways: Surely you
are drawing on Your imagination.

Hon. T. WALKER: It is no imagination
that this was done. These are historic facts
of recent date, known to everybody.

The Minister for Railways: They are
manufactured.

Hion. T. WALKER: And that is not the
only way in which the Government have
avoided their responsibilities and sought to
get rid of them. I submit that they have
acted unconstitutionally, have abandoned
constitutionalism even in the legislation they
have introduced. The very clause to which
a whole measure is reduced] by the Govern-

ment's apologists represents an inroad upon
constitutional government. It altered the
constitutional principles that have ruled in

-all self-governing countries since the begin-
ning of Parliamentary history. The insert-
ing of that clause was a deliberate alteration
of constitutional law. The clause would
hamper their sucessors, prevent their succes-
suns from doing certain things, and so it is
(WDish etyUnconstitutional. Every member
onl tile Government side must know that even
the members of a Cabinet are very slow to
hind their successors as to policy. They
wil not, and do not as a rule, bind their suc-
cessors, and it is an essential princip~le of
government that those who succeed the pre-
sent lords in office shall have a free hand,
and shall take thc fall responsibility. The
p~resent Government have sought to tie up-
tile future-which is not the province of
legislators-to make it impossible for those
who come after themi to deal with matters
according to the will and the dictates of the
electors. It is not only that the Government
have deliberately insulted a party by that
measure, not only that they have sought to
express their venomous hatred of the prin-
eiles upon which the Labour party is built,
but they have said, "The succeeding Govern-
ment, if it he Labour, shall come into office
unable to move to right or to left, able to
niove only in the little channel we have left
open to them." And not only that, but they
have said to the whole of the people of the
State, "No matter what you demand, what-
ever your mandate may be to your represen-
tatives, they shall come into Parliament and
into office hound." Can anything more un-
constitutional than that be conceivedtl One
cannot conceive of any other Government
having the temerity or the audacity to take
such a leap as that. It was introduciag a
new law to lockjaw the future, to make it
impossible for public men to advocate, or
legislators to carry out, the mandates of the
people.

Mr. Foley: Lockjaw would be a terrible
thing in thi Hose

Hon. T. WALKER: If there were no
other facts to substantiate this motion of no-
confidence in the Government, their intro-
duction of this party spleen in the little
clause referred to, and their evading of an
appeal to the country, so theatrically pro-
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posed, are sufficient to induce members to
vote against them. I hope sincerely we have
not lost our love of ruling according to prin-
ciple and carrying on the affairs of a coun-
try like this in accordance with honour. 1
hope sincerely there are those in the House
who can give a practical demonstration of
their ability (o stand above party strife.
There are here some who have taken part in
the meetings 1 have referred to, and there
are those who have put upon the Notice
Paper motions declaring the wisdom of get-
ting above party politics and party strife.
If those members are now anxious to demon-
strate that their voices and principles are in
unity, that they mean what they say, how
can they vote against this motion? They
are conscious of tire party nature of the
measures they have been supporting for
party purposes. They are conscious that the
price of their support is assistance from the
Treasury in certain portions and to certain
sections of the State-to the detriment, ne-
cessarily, of others-they are conscious that
the Government have persistently, for parlty
reasons, misguided and misled the public by
their, utterances, and that in short they have
been throwing dust in the eyes of the elect-
ors ever since coming into power. They
arc conscious of all that, yet, when the divi-
sion bells ring where will they be? We
shall have members of the House denouncing'
the conduct of the Government and holding-
it tip to the scorn and contempt of the gen-
eral public, and yet saying before they'
finish, "We must be true to party, we must
not let the p~arty go down."

Mr. Hiekinott: Your own members live
dlone that in this House.

lion. T. WALKER : Suppose they have.
is that anyv reason why it should be done
akgain? Where is the honour of those set.
ting the example? We have been condemneu
for that up) hill and down daile. The very
people we are appealing to are those who
have denounced that kind of conduct. What
are they going to do now I If it is wrong to
take that course, is it jutstified by someone
else having taken it? On the other hand, if
it he right to take the other course, what
course will be taken by those who have de-
trounced the conduct of the Government? 1
am more particularly appealing to those whlo
have been clarnouring for a National Gov-

elment, for the submergence of party is-
sues. It is there where the shoe pinches.
That is the point I am aking. If we are
to have purely p~arty government, it is pos-
sible that there should be party sacrifices on
'he score of solidarity, but if we are clamour-
ing for this exalted form of government, thre
best brains and honouir of the country above
and beyond party, which shall be able to
look down on the mud flats of party from
thre exalted pinnacle of fame, what will they
do9

Hon. J. Scaddarn: Fall in the mud.
Hlon. TI. WALKER: I submit it is a char-

acteristic of' this pecutliar time that no man
appears to be guided by sound, solid rea-
sonling. It is purely a time of opportunity,
of grasping.

Mr. Harrison: That is the misfortune.
Hon. T. WALKER: It is a misfortune

the hon. member himself has asked the
flous6 to remedy.

Mr. Harrison: Why do not you come to
our assistance?

Hon. T. WALKER: I have not the need;
I am not advocating this course.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7A0 p.m.

Hon. T2. WALKER: I have not alto-
gether exhausted every instance that can be
given of the unconstitutional conduct on the
part of those now occupying the Treasury
bench. There is one instance which might
be given in order to more fully complete the
matter and showv that the accusation does
not depend upon one factor alone. Just
about the time wvhen the Government took
office we had a great. agitation, brought about
by the war conditions prevailing, for the
purpose of curtailing the sale of intoxicants
during certain hours. It is true, that some-
thing had been done during the life of the
preceding Government in that direction, and
I will admit wvith Ihe concurrence of both
sides of the House. But a certain number of
citizens did not think that the measures al-
ready adopted wvent far enough, and there
were large public metings and deputations
to the Premier. The Premier p)romised them
that lie would permit a p~rivate member to
introduce a measure which would have full
Government stuport. A Liquor Reform Bill
was subsequently introduced by the member
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for Katanning (Air. Thomson), with an un-
constitutional addendun added to it. It was
to pass through this Chamber and to go
through another Chamber without the Gov-
ernor's Message, although as a matter of fadt
it never reached the stage of passing through
this Chainbet, It was pointed out that the
measure was out of order, and the coneensus
of opinion of those accustomed to Parlia-
mentary procedure was that the Bill was a
distinct innovation and interfering with the
prerogative of His Excellency the Governor.
The Bill has now been abandoned; it never
saw the light of day.

M~r. Underwood: It was defeated.

Hion. TP. WAIIKCER: I know, but there
was an attempt, an effort, to flout all our
constitutional practices. The word;, the ab-
andonment of eonstituional practices, are not
put in as an empty phrase. They are signifi-
cant. Never in the history of this Parlia-
meat, or others, was a like innovation at-
tempted. I am firmly convinced that the
Government themselves, when the egregious-
ness of their fault was pointed out to them,
were ashamed of their conduct, that there
was not one of them who, could honestly de-
fend that conduct on constitutional grounds.
It was playing with the House, introducing
practices that were not only irregular but
actually dangerous, for if that precedent
were allowed to become established and we
had to adopt that principle, then we would
be dispensing with the most necessary part
of the machinery of government, the connec-
tion betWeen the Crown and both Houses of
Parliament. In other words, this was an at-
tempt to shirk responsibility, a deliberate at-
tempt on the part of Ministers. As they bad
given their consent to the Bill being intro-
(luced, the obligation east upon them was to
straight away bring dor a Message, and
to put it in the ordinary course of law mak-
ing. They neither brought down the Message
then, nor has there been any actual guaran-
tee that ever any provision will be made to
put that into law. It was flouting the House
and playing with its practices. It was de-
liberately ignoring the set rules and prin-
ciples which are the only safeguard to our
guidance in legislation.

The Minister for Works: Hear, hear!

lion. T. WALKER: The Minister cannot
deny that what I am saying is true. The
House recognises and the Government must
recognise--

Mr. Thomson: It is time some of these
rules were altered.

Hon. T. WALKER: Until they are al-
tered and altered lawfully--

Mr. Thomson: Why do you not help us to
alter themI

Hon. TP. WNALKER: I will help hon.
members to alter a thing which requires al-
teration, hut not to alter any law that takes
away resqponsibility from the place where it
should be sbeeted home.

Mrw. Thomson: Every member should
have the right to introduce a Bill.

Ron. T. WALKER: Every bon. member
may have the right to do so, but every hon.
member has aot the right to make the tax-
payers burden themselves in the slightest de-
g ree without the corresponding responsi-
bil it-y of the Government.

Mr. Thomson: A Mfessage ought to have
been brought down.

Bon. T. WALKER: I admit that a M~es-
sage ought to have been brought down hut
I say that the Government have abandoned
the principles% of responsible government in
the very case I have mentioned.

The Minister for Works: We are a bad
lot, I know.

Hon. T. WALKER: I amn glad that the
Mfinister admits, even in a joking manner,
that truth. It is only on a par with the gen-
eral insincerity which has characterised the
Government of the country during the past
six months. We have had nothing but play-
ing to the gallery. That Bill was merely an
illumination in the shape of a sky rocket to
satisfy a certain number of reformers in this
State. It was a pretence to give them what
they were asking for, though the Govern-
iient knew full well that it was a false
effort, had no substance in it, and that it
was not intended to go one inch towards the
fulfilment of their promise.

The Minister for Works: You gave us
points in playing to the gallery.

Hon. T. WALKER: If I did play to the
gallery I did so honestly, and the gallery
obtained some benefit from my having ad-
dressed myself to it. Nothing but perversion
of honest motives has, however, eharaeteriaed
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the playing to the gallery on the part of the
Government. These tactics are only a par
with their later tactics. They knew that the
great body of the temperance movement,
those who wanted to see sobriety daring the
war, had their thoughts and their sole desire
focussed upon that reform. To take them
away from this the Government threw down
the Totalisator Bill, and the Suppression of
Betting Bill, drawing a red herring aeross
the path, and merely taking them away from
the reform which they had given the public
to understand they would do their utmost to
bring about when in power. They shirked
that responsibility, and shirked it too by
endeavouring by a side wvind to avoid their
constitutional responsibilities. These dis-
appointments on the part of the public, and
the resultant low murmurings from the pub-
lic Press all indicate that the public are con-
vinced lhnt those who are responsible for the
management of the affairs are trifling, that
they are not honestly attacking any of the
great problems which, in this awful hour of
uncertainty for the Empire, have been
placed before us.

Mr. Thomson: What do you suggest?

Hon. TV. WALKER: I suggest earnest-
ness. I suggest bringing some degree of com-
mon sense to hear in what is requisite to be
done in an emergency like this. I yield to no
man in my desire to see that matters which
can wvell wait, and matters of a party char-
acter, arc held over until the war is over. I
yield to no man in my desire to see these
things subordinated to an earnest, sincere,
and capable effort to meet the requisite de-
mands made upon us by the times we are in.
There was a time when the Government then
in office offered to, and did actually and pur-
posely, refrain from introducing measures,
because they were considered to be debaftable
on party lines. All through that time from
this side of the House not only were party
politics fiercely wvaged. hut the party that
was seeking to obtain office sunk to tile
lowest depths of personal insult and vitup-
eration. Day' by' day, Mtinisters who are now
sitting and enjoying the reward of this
abusiveness-

The Minister for Works: Their virtues.

Hon. TV. WALKER: Were insinuating
dishionour, dishonesty, corrupt ion, and every

possible and dishonourable motive to those
who were sitting upon thie Treasury bench.

The Minister for Works: Were they sin-
gular in that?

Hon. T. WALKER: They were singular
in the excess to which they indulged, and in
the recklessness of their statements. They
were singular in every possible aspect, in
every vulgarity, and in their want of fine
feeling and in their respect to the House.
They were singular in their want of con-
scientiousness and in their want of venera-
tion for the truth. In these respects they
were absfolutely singular. But all the frothy
inlerjections of the Minister for Works will
not take mc from the point I am making,
namely, that they were the ones to keep up
and to persist in party tactics of the worst
and most dishonourable kind whilst they
were upon these opposition benches. One
would have thought that when they came
into office the responsibilities of their posi-
tion wvould have sobered them, and that their
duly would have put some kind of check
upon their tongue and temper. One would
have thought that they Wvould then h~ave set
us and the world an example of modesty.

TIhe Minister for Works: So we did.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is the way the
hon. gentleman has acted all through-
empty, brainless interjections all the time
lie is listening to an opponent; allowing his
temper, his feelings, and his pettiness to get
the belter of him.

Mr. SP3EAKER: Order! The member for
Kanowvna will withdraev.

Hoji. TP. WALKER: Withdraw what?
Mr. SPEAKER: The words which the

bon. gentleman has just applied to the Afi-
isler for Works.

I-Ion. '. WALKER: On what grounds?
.Ar. SPELAKEB : On the ground that they

are offensive.
Hon. P. Collier: No one has objected.
lion. TV. WALKER: I do not know that

the.%' are. They are not unparliamentary,
Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the hon. member
to withdraw them.

Hon. TV. WALKER: Sir, I arn in duty
bound to do what you demand; and on that
score alone I do it.
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Mr. SPEAKER: I do not want any quali-
fication.

Hon. P. Collier: Don't be making an ass
of yourself.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Boul-
der will withdraw and apologise.

Hon. P. Collier: I withdraw.
Mr. SPEAKER: And apologise
Hon. P. Collier: And apologise.
Hon. T. WALKER: I say that all through

the other side of the House have kept up an
everlasting running fire of depreciation and
of insult against those who are opposed to
them. And yet this country demands the
most serious thought of its most alble men,
to be given at this stage to considering what
the future has to bring forth. I admit that
bon. members opposite claim they want to
get into recess in order to prepare some
scheme for bringing hack our soldiers from
the Front, so that our defenders shall be, if
not rewarded, at least spared degradation
or wrong arising out of thle sacrifices they
have made for us and for the Empire. Bilt
have the party opposite shown any great
capacity in this direction? What is the most
they have offered us so far? What do they
tell us of the scheme wvhiclh they intend to
complete when they get into recess, and for
which they want the recess? What is it,
ultimately? To survey lands on which to
nettle returned soldiers, Is it not within the
knowledge of every member of the Govern-
mient, and every supporter of the Govern-
itient, that not every soldier can become a
farmer, or a poultry farmer? That every
kind of trade and every kind of taste and
aptlitude will comne hack with these soldiers?
That it will be only a small number indeed
who can be placed upon farms, and tbdt
only a portion of these, again. will bea able
to make a success of farmniig? Has there
not been all along a kind of tacil promise
that the soldiers who left billets-and the
hulk of them have done so-should have
those billets preserved for them, whether in
private or in public employmenti

The 'Minister for Railways: SO they will.
1Suppose.

Nlon. T. WALKER: There has been that
romise. What is being done to ensure its

fulfilment?
The Minister for Railways: What did you

do?

[08]

Ioel. T. WALKER: We did all that could
be done uip to the day we left office.
WIhal have tile Govern~ment done since,
with tile example and the results of in-
vestization and the mninutes we left behind
as~? Nothing.

The Minister for Railways: We are do-
ing it.

lion. T. WALKER.: It was the Govern-
ilient's boast that they were doing it. But
they are doing nothing except survey lands.

The Minister for Railways: You had
two years.

Hon. T. WALKER: Two years! We did
mi "ilitv work in our years of office. We
did work which wvill bear beneficial fruit for
tilie country. And, all the time, we were
harassed by the ruthless, unfounded, and
nnnveracious attacks of the then Opposition.
The present Government are doing nothing.
The 'y do not appreciate the difficuilties and
the complexity of the question that faces
them. Theyv look at it from their one stand-
po int-fanning, and the settlement of the
country. I admit it would be a glorious
thillg if wec could put dowvn our returned
soldiers on the land and 'immediately cause
flourishing farms to spring up around them,
That wouild be indeed a satisfactory result
both for the soldiers and for the eountry.
Bilt everyone knows that the very fighting
the soldiers are engaged in unfits them for
that kind of settled employment for some
period. They have to be considered in a
sympathetic spirit. To a certain extent,
the y will have to be humoured. The Gov-
erninent must not take them like slaves.
so to speak. and say to one, "You, sir,
shah[ sit down in that corner and cultivate
fowls,': to another, ''You in this corner
and rear potatoes,'' to a third, ''You here
and] grow wheat.'' That cannot be done
itih these men. They have breathed the

free air of a great continent. They hlave seen
life in its direst phases. Their nerves have
been racked perpetually. They have en-
eountered every possible kind of danger;
andv the best of them, when they come back,
will require a species of nursing, and cer-
tainly a large-hearted syinpath 'y. Those
things cannot be given them by' any' hard
and fast rule-of-thumb of making each and
all of them farmers. No doubt, a certain
percentage of the returned soldiers will
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take uip farming; but the great bulk of
them will not; and we must make provision
£01. the great bulk as wvell. The Govern-
ment have neglected that phase of the re-
turned soldier question for party'measures,
for insignificant matters.

The Minister for Works: No.
Hon. T. WALKER: They have alto-

gether forgotten what is facing us.
The Mtinister for Works: No.

Honi. T. WALKER: The Government
have utterly failed to realise the gigantic
nature of the task that is upon them.
Otherwise they would not trifle with petti-
Cogging measures, nor would they seek to
go into recess. They would seek to be in
the presence of the representatives of the
country until those representatives had
placed upon a sound footing and upon a
legal basis the measures which are to secure
the future of those who have been fighting
for the Empire and for the safety of Aus-
tralia. Upon this subject I am indeed dis-
gusted. with the evidences of apathy, of
Pretendling to touch the question while ab-
solutely ignoring its salient features. Par-
ticularly do I feel that we are not living
up to what the times demand of us.

Mr. Heitnian: Not by a long way.
The Minister for Railways: What dia

your Government do?
Hon. T. WALKER: In our period of

office during wartime, I repeat, we were
continuously at work shaping for a settle-
ment. We sank our party measures, and
refused to bring them in. We brought in
war measures, measures for dealing with
the emergencies arising out of the war. We
confined ourselves to legislation of that
nature. In spite of that fact, the then Op-
position took up the timne of the Legisla-
ture night after night with slanderous
attacks, personal to a great degree, upon
the members of the Government. That
kind of conduct has utterly disgusted the
general public of the State.

The Minister for Railways: You are not
justified in saying that.

Hon. T. WALKER:- It is absolutely
true in every particular, and I am per-
fectly justified in saying it. The pre-
sent Goverament are bound up in
class prejudice, bound up in their poli-

tical creed, and its narrow conception.
They cannot see the wide world, nor ex-
perience the thrill of the beating heart of
a great people. The Government are dead
to the needs of the fuiture.

Mr. Heitmsann: What are we going to
aniy to the soldier when he returns?

lion. T, WALKER: Will the party op-
posite want to say anything to ]iim? They
arc going to welcome him back to a bungle
and a mess? Without organisation, without
any thought for the varied character and
disposition and hopes of those coming home
to us.

Mr. Heitmiann:- I am afraid we are all
doing the same.

lion. T. WALKER: I ami afraid there
is that apathy. In that I am quite at one
with the lion, member interjecting. That
is because our time and energies are un-
necessttrilv directed towards thie purely
party an d personal, trumpery matters
brought forward by the Government.

Mr. Nairn: Why do not you stop if you
Say YOU are wasting timie?

lion. T, WALKER.: Has the lion. meem-
her the idea that that interjection is very
witty?

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : It is common sense.

Mr. Nairn: You have said that you are
wasting time.

lion. T. WALKER: No. I said that the
Clovernment were causing waste of time.

The Minister for Railways: Why did
y-our party move the want of confidence
moti on?7

Ron, T. WALKER: We were forced to
do so owing to the Government's introduc-
lion of Purely personal and party measures.
The public are asking the Government to
Submit themselves to the electors. Hon.
members opposite have boasted all along
that they are not afraid to go to the coun-
try. They have said all along that they de-
sired a general election. The Labour Gov-
ernment asked straightforwardly, without
any subterfuge or by-play, without any
punch-anid-jutdy show about their conduct,
for a dissolution. His Excellency would not
grant it. We have elamoured for a dissolu-
tion ever since, because we know the people
who sit opposite us. We know they are
incapable of rising to the occasion. The
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great bulk of the people of this State ut-
terly distrust them, and not without reason;
for at every opportunity the Government
have sought the advautagement of their own
class, forgetting tile needs and requirements
of the great multitude of toilers and workers
and fighters in this State and abroad.

The Minister for Works: Do you call that
debating!

The 1MINISTER FOR. LANDS (Ron. H.
B3. Lefro 'v-Moore) [7.58]: If I correctly
interpret the slreech of tile lion. gentleman
who has just sat down, he would have this
House sitting for tile next 12 months or more
to decide what is to be done with our sol-
diers when they return. Hie would have
Parliament waiting with outstretched hands
ready to receive the soldiers. But I believe
that if the question were discussed solely
on party lines, as they now exist, nothing
would ever be done at all.

Air. Carpenter: The matter would not he
discussed oil party lines at all. A Hill could
be pugt through in a week.

The MKINISTER FOR LANDS: No mat-
ter what measure the Government brought
forward in this House at p~resent, I am sure
the Opposition would find much to disap-
p~rove of in it.

Mr. Carpenter: The question of the Sol-
diers can bie settled in a week.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
w-ant of confidence motion moved aigainst
the Government I may term a four-cham-
bered motion. Various lion. members op-
posite have dealt wvith different phases of
the queslion. The last speaker dealt largely
with the question of the alleged abandon-
ment of constitutional government by the
present Administration. I think the House
will agree with me (hat there is very little
in the arguments which the lion. member
brought forward. The member for Kanowna
gave what he alleges were three instances
or unconstitutional methods on the part of
the Government. The first was that Ihe
Government haed introduced a Bill dealing
with thie liquor question and had refrained
from bringing down a Message from His
Excellency the Governor. Even thoug' h that
was done, members know perfectly well that,
if in the opinion of the Government, a Meas-
,sage was required, the Government bad only
to go to the Governor and ask for that Mes-

sage. Members must realise that the omis-
sion to bring down the M1essage was not
mande purposely, but that the Government
did ant consider it necessary at the time.
I believe it was ultimately decided by the
Sp~eaker himself that no Message was re-
quired in connection with the introduction
of that Bill.

Hon. J. Scaddan: Not for that Bill in that
form.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: What
more was required to satisfy this House
that the Bill was in order, and that there
was nothing unconstitutional in the proced-
ure adopted? The highest authority we
have here ruled that the Hill was in order,
and with that ruling I consider the House
should be satisfied. The member for Kan-
owna urged,' and other members supported
him, that an unconstitutional method was
adopted by the Premier in seeking a dis-
solution. The request of the Premier for a
dissolution was submitted on a vote of this
House, and it was the only course the Pre-
rnler could take in the circumstances.

Hon. J. Scaddan: That is not correct.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is

undoubtedly correct. The dissolution was
sought after a vote of this House. The
Government were defeated.

Hon. J. Scaddan: Not on a vote of this
House; it was in Committee. I doubt if
you can quote any precedent for asking for
a dissolution on a vole taken in Committee.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I can
quote a precedent. Lord Rosebery, when
Prime Minister of England. went out of
office on a vote on the question of the sup-
ply of cordite to the British army. And
whyv? Because hie said at the time that place
without r-ower was worse than purgatory,
it was hell.

Hon. J. Scaddan: We were in that posi-
tion for five years.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And I
think hion. members will agree with that
opinion.

Ron. J. Scaddan: You are hanging on to
hell at the present time.

The MINISTER FOR LANDSq: The late
Government were elected to tii; ~oise wvith
a large majority, and consoluentlv if e- were
able to brine their mea~nres before this
House and to do something.
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Hon. J. Scaddan: In this House only.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Time

went on and their majority dwindled away
until at last they had no majority at all.

Hon. J. Scaddan: Where is yours, any-
how?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Even
members opposite wvill realise it was no
pleasure to them to remain in office when all
the power they should have had been
wresited from them. I regret I am corn-
pelled to touch on this question, because I
hold we have no rig-ht in this House to bring
His Excellency's niame into debate.

Hon. J. Dl. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
no desire to do so, but I am compelled, see-
ing the charge made against the Govern-
ment. In refuting that charge it is my duty
to point out to members that the Govern-
ment were not guilty of what members op-
posite have charged against them.

Mr. Carpenter: Will you say what really
happened?

The M1INISTER FOR LANDS: The
leader of the Opposition resented the fact
that the leader of the Country party had
been sent for by His Excellency.

Mr. Carpenter: But what happened be-
fore that?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: His Ex-
cellency has a right to send for anyone lie
chooses, and who more properly in a crisis
like the present than the leader of the party
which is allied to the Government of the
day? It was perfectly constitutional; and
it was not done as the result of the action
of the Premier in any way. It was done at
the wish of the representative of the Crown.
Members must know that this is not the first
occasion on which persons other than the
Premier of the day have been consulted in
a time of great crisis. Members must he
aware that when there was a great crisis on
the Irish question in the Old Country the
King sent for representatives of all parties
to Buckingham Palace to consult wvith him
as to what should be done in regard to that
great national question.

Hon. J. Scaddan: But where is the great
national question here?

The MJNISTER FOR LANDS: I repeat
there was nothing unusual done on this occa-

sion. I am glad the hon. member alluded to
the Trading Concerns Bill. The Hill was
introduced to this House and some hon.
members are endeavouring to persuade the
House that there was something unconstitu-
tional in it. The Bill sought merely to give
powver to both Houses of Parliament to ob-
ject to the establishment of certain indus-
tries.

Hon. J. Scaddan: That is not so; it pro-
posed to give that power to one House. The
Bill provided that both Houses should up-
prove.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Hon.
members opposite endeavoured to introduce
into that Bill a provision that it should
apply only to one House. If there was any-
thing unconstitutional proposed at all, it
was that, This House has no right to intro-
duce into a Bill any provision preventing
reference to another Chamber.

Hon. J1. Scaddan: Your clause bad exactly
the same effect the other way round.

The MiINISTER FOR LANDS: I never
heard of such a thing in my life. The mem-
ber for Brownhill-].vanhoe (Hon. 3. Scad-
dan) himself realised it would be useless
passing a provision of that sort through this
House because another place could not pos-
sibly agree to it. The clause in the Bill as
introduced was perfectly constitutional.

Hon. J. Scaddan: But you had a definite
object in introducing it.

The I1CE-STER FOR LANt)S: The
leader of the Opposition evidently realised
it would be unconstitutional to introduce
into the Bill a provision such as contained
in the amendment, for he himself moved
later to strike out the clause. That was the
only legitimate course to take in the circum-
stances.

Hon. J. Scaddan: The whole thing was a
deeply thought-out schleme. Why not he
candid about it?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The ar-
gument used by bon. members opposite in
this connection have entirely broken down-
The Premier has dealt with the financial side
of this question so ably, seeing how little we
have heard of finance ever since, that lie must
have convinced the members in Opposition
they were wrong in the charge they have
made. The member for Brownhill-Ivanhoe,
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in that always flip pant and cheery way in
which he addresses this House, charged t1w
G4overnment with having entered into secret
contracts. He told uts that we had in this
State some beef buccaneers, and even went
so far as to say that the Minister for bands
had blossomed forth as a beef buccaneer also.
This is the first opportunity I have bad of
dealing with this question, and I shall place
thie facts in this matter before the House,
because there has been a great deal of mis-
representation not only in Parliament but
throughout the country.

Hon. J. Seaddan; I am quite sture you are
not able to explain it.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: We are
charged with entering into secret contracts,
and this is the only contract of a secret
nature that the Opposition has been able to
charge the Government with entering into.

Hon. J1. Scaddan: No; we have now heard
of another at North Fremantle.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Never
mind what you have heard. This is the only
charge made against us of a secret contract,
that we have entered into a contract for the
purchase of cattle from Emanuel Bros. for
the people of the metropolitan and other
areas.

Mlr. Foley: Are not negotiations proceed-
ing for a"other secret contract in connection
with the canning industry?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
are no secret contracts whatever so far as the
Government are concerned. Any contract
which has been entered into has been made
public immediately on completion. In tlhis
question a number of charges has been
levelled at the Government. I wish theHouse
to understand distinctly that if there is any-
thing to be laid at the door of any individual
in this House or any member of the Govern-
ment in connection with this matter, it is to
laid at my door. I am responsible for the
administration of the Agricultural Depart-
ment, and I recognise that if anything goes
wrong there I am responsible. What is the
history of this extraordinary meat question?
I do not know whether the leader of the Op-
position knows'all about the subject, but he
at least knows sufficient to be aware that
everything was straightforward and per-
fectly above board.

Hon. J. Scaddan: We do not deny that,
but it is a secret contract all the same.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If there
was any secret contract, the blame must be
left at the door of bon. members opposite,
not at the door of members of the present
Government.

Hon. J. Scaddan: That is not correct.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: What is

the history of this question? Ovcr twelve
months agon Emanuel Bros. wrote to the then
Premier informing him that their flnn bad
in the past been one of the largest exporters
of meat from the Kimberley district, and
that the Adelaide Steamship Company's
steamers had been taken off the coast. It
was at one time alleged that those boats had
been taken off because the State steamers
were competing with them.

lIon. J. Scaddan: They were taken off
because their owners were so patriotic.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But it
is now admitted that the only reason why
they were taken off is that their owners
found they could be better employed else-
where.

Hon. J. Scaddan: Yes; and the owners did
not care a continental for the necessities of
the people here.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The fact
remains we were faced with this position:
Forrest, Emanuel and Co. told the Premier
that unless something were done to increase
the number of ships on the coast there would
be a meat famine in the metropolitan area
in the following winter. It must be weil
known to hon. members, and if it is not
known to them it is well to inform them of
the fact, that all the beef supplied in the
winter months is brought down from Kim-
berley. It would he difficult to obtain a fat
beast south of Geraldton from May to De-
cember.

Mr. Foley: There is any number of them.
The M1INTSTER FOR LANDS: It is

possible to get odd ones, but they are not to
he had in any number during that period of
the year. The country was faced with the
position that if something was not done to
cope wvith the trouble there would be a meat
famine during the winter months, and it was
considered that the Government should take
some steps to prevent it. What was the re-
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suli' First of all, Emanuel Bros., who had
been the principal shippers from the North-
West, sent their representative to the East-
ern States. I want members to understand
that Emanuel Eros. are not as a firm the
owners of cattle, hut they act as agents for a
number of pastoralists in t he Kimberley dis-
trict. Their representative wvent to the East
to endeavour to make arrangements to get
the cattle down, but could not do so. He ap-
proached the Government again, and said
that if something was not done there would
be difficulties. The late Minister for Ag ricul-
tine went to the Eastern States and endea-
voured lo arrange with the Federal Govern-
ment to find a ship. Time went on and lie
was unable to find a ship. I am entirely
with the late Government in what they did
in regard to this matter; they did what wvas
perfectly right. The Minister returned and
he informed Emanuel Bros. that he had been
unsuccessful, aud the only way in which
they could get a ship was for the Govern-
ment to purchase the cattle and then the
Federal Government would commandeer a
ship to enable the cattle to be brought down.

Mr. Underwood: That is not right.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That

ship came here with coal.

Hon. IV. C. Angwin: The matter was not
fixed tip until the vessel was here.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Fed-
eral Government handed over the vessel to
the State.

Hion. J. Scaddan: No.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The ship

came here with a load of coal for the troop
ships and the captain expected to return al-
most immediately, but after his arrival at
Fremantle he was instructed that he had to
go on the cattle trade.

Hon. J. Scaddan: The ship wvas not sent
here for our purpose.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Certainly
not. Representations were made to the Fed-
eral Government and after a hard fight they
agreed to this vessel, the "Afoira," being used
to bring down the cattle which the then Gov-
ernment had purchased.

Hon. J. Scaddan: We had not purchased
them.

The N14 [NISTER FOR LANDS: Which
they had under offer. Once they had the

freight and the ship, the Government
elinched the bargain and it was fxed up,
ending, most satisfactorily. The people had
their meat, and the Government made a fine
profit out of the transaction, something like
£28,000.

Ron. J. Scaddan: 1 did not hear the Trea-
surer say anything about that the other
night.

The MIlNISTER FOR LANDS: When
the present Government came into office I
found that negotiations had been entered in-
to by the previous Government to purchase
next year's cattle through the same people,
Emanuel Bros.

Hon. J. Scaddan: Not entered into; com-
menced.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Emanuel
Bros. offered to sell to the Government the
coming season's cattle and everything had
been brought almost to maturity. The great
trouble was that there was no certainty with
regard to the ships. The Government were
prepared to enter into that contract then as
they had done in the previous year.

Mr. Underwood: Absolutely, no.
Hon. J. Scaddan: It is not shown on the

file on the Council Table.
The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: Negotia-

tions proceeded from the 1st June to the
l~th July, when the attorneys here for
Emanuel Bros. sent the following cable,
which was evidently pursuant to an inter-
view with Mr. Lee Steere-

Subject to immediate reply Government
agreeable to negotiate purchase 1917
cattle similar terms conditions this year;
we have asked they lift May to Septem-
ber both inclusive ahout 14,000 head by
"IKwinana" and "'Moira" delivery would
be made in lots of 750 and 600 respect-
ively, each boat making two trips per
month, but they may divert "Kwinana"
two or three trips Wyndham if we aire
able to secure freight Singapore boats if
running.
Hon. J. Scaddan: What is the date of

that I
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The 18'h

July, just .10 days before we came into
office.

H~on. J. Scaddan: Where did you get
that from I
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: From
the file in the office.

Hon. J. Scaddan: Why quote what Mr,
Lee Steere saysV

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
stating facts. When we came into office we
followed up the matter, but it was some time
before we could arrange anything. From my
knowledge of the meat market I felt that if
something was not done there would he a
meat famine next winter. It was therefore
decided that when we were quite sure of our
shipping freight, we should engage in this
contract ourselves. It was some time, how-
ever, before we could make sure. The Fed-
eral Government stated at first that they
wanted the "Mloira."1 Telegram after tele-
gram passed, and -we represented in the
strongest possible terms that unless some-
thing was done to enable meat to be brought
down from the North-West during the win-
ter months, the people would be left without
it. It was only after these representations
and really after the Premier had gone to
M~elbourne, that we became quite sure about
getting the "MRoira."1

Ron. J. Seaddan: When- was that?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In Janu-

ary.
Hon. J. Scaddan: Do you mean to tell

rae that you made the contract in August?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, but

at the time we were led to understand that
if~ we could not get the ''Moira" the
Federal Government would secure another
ship. Besides that, we had the Singapore
boats in view. There was npthing secret
about it. The late Ministers know well that
we do not tittle-tattle about everything
that is going on, but if anyone had asked
me a direct question I would have told him
what was taking place. One hon. gentle-
man in another place made a good deal of
capita] out of this question. He came to
my office and asked me what was being
done. I told him we were entering into a
contract with Emanuel Bros. on terms
similar to those of the previous year. He
conversed -with me and asked what the
Government were going to do about the
remaining cattle. I told him that the Gov-
ernment would endeavour to obtain space
to bring them down. Hon. members know
it is a nnt difficult mattw to arrange

freighit at the present time, and even now
the matter is not finally fixed up. We hope,
however, that everything will be in order
in the 'ourse of a day or two. There is
nothing secret about the matter. and the
lion. membher from another place, when he
approached me and heard what had been
done, seemed to be quite satisfied. In fact
hie remarked that lie thought the Govern-
mnent were doing the right thing. When he
asked what we were doing about the other
cattle, I told him that when we had ships
we would be able to deal with the other
lflstoraiists. Emanuel Bros. came to the
G~overnment and made an offer just as they
(lid to the previous Government, and with
certain modifications that offer was ac-
cepted.

Hon. J. Scaddan: It was an entirely dif-
orent thing.

The NUIICISTER FOR LANDS: Cer-
tninl ,v, because the State was more pro-
teeted than in the previous contract. Then
the member for BUnbury (Mr. Thomas) in
that eloquent and expressive language which
he is such a master of, charges the Gov-
crnnient with catering, not only into a
secret contract, but also -with having sent
a representative to square an bon. member
in another place. I think that was a most
outrageous statement to make. The re-
presentative of the Government had my
instructions to ascertain what space was
required. I was anxious to do all I
could for the other pastoralists, and when
we had the space, to distribute it pro
rata amongst them. The hon. gentleman
referred to is most elusive, and the repre-
sentative of the Government could not fnd
himi and it was thought that at any rate he
would be found at Parliament House. So
he came, here to ask that member what
cattle he desired freight for from the North-
West dulring the coming season. I believe
it was done in all innocence. Certainly no
member of the Government ever instructed
that representative to come here to Parlia-
ment House. In fact, if he had asked me
I should have said "Do not do anything
of the sort: it is, not the proper place in
which to approach anyone on business."

Hon. P. Collier: The offence, if any,
was in approaching him at all.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It would
have been unfair to leave him out. The
offer "'as being made to all cattle owners.

Mr. Underwood: Why should the Gov-
ernment bullocks be left out?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon,
member need not wvorry, the Government
bullocks will come down alt right.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You are not even
sure of your ship.

T[he MINISTER FOR LANDS: We are
now, but one never knows what will hap-
pen shipping these days. The hon. member
wade numbers of charges in regard to this
matter. They were shot at random, and if
they bit me they did not hurt me,' because
unless I know I am doing something I
ought not to do it does not matter to me
what anyone may say. The hon. member
charged the Government with paying to
Emanuel Bros. the highest price ever paid
in Australia for cattle. If that were true1
which I do not admit, was there anything
extraordinary in it at the present time,
seeing that during the past 12 months all
meat has been higher in price than ever
before in the history of Australia? The
price of meat throughout Australia has
advanced 180 per cent. during the last four
years.

lion. J. Scaddan: But, take the price of
cattle in Kimberley.

The MINISTER FOR I ANDS: We are
buying the cattle in Kimberley at 3%d. per
lb.

Hon. P. Collier: Will the Minister give
us his justification for paying- a higher
mrire this year than was paid lact year?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, I
will do so. These cattle were purchasci
not only to help the pastoralists of the North
but also to supply the reople down here with
meat. Last year £280(00 was made out of
9.080 -head of cattle. Having regard to this,
and in view of the fact that meat has gone
lip so much in price, was it not natural when
we came to deal with these I-eople again
that they should ask for a higher price, not
in their own personal interests, hut in the
intcrests of those they represent. There was;
no monopoly. Eight senlarate indivi'lual
cattle ownems were engaged in this rOeal with
Emanuel Bros. Emanuel Bros. here de-

dlare tbat they do not own one hair on a
beast in the Kimberley district.

Mr. Underwood: Just the samne, that is
not true.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I believe
what they tell me.

Mr. Underwood: Yet you know them?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, and

every dealing I have had with them has been
Of a pleasant character. I have Always
found them honourable, straightforward
people to deal with, although probably if
one tried to take them in they would be
found quite smart enough to provide against
that. When they made this new 'offer for
this year they asked for 4d. It was only
after lengthy negotiations that we ultimately
got them down to 33/d, and the agreement
was made on that basis. The member for
Bunbury made other statements. I am quite
sure be must have been irt consultation with
somebody who was making use of him
and leading him astray. I know that he is
very good natured, and would be only too
pled~sed to help People, and I had pleasure
in listening, to his eloquent address last
evening. Although T did not agree with the
charges made by him, still I admired the
elegant and ornate language in which he
dealt with the subject. lie stated that a
definite contract waas made with Emanuel
Bros. And that certain conesions were
offered them in the event of the season
proving a had one, but tbat those cnces-
sions were not offered to other people. I
want to tell the hion. member that we have
not entered in to any final arrangement
whatever in regard to further con-
signments of cattle. We made an offer, it is
true, but the offer dii not embody any agree-
nient. It was made simply in an endeavour
to get these people hound down to bring
their cattle forwvard, so that we would kno-w
what we had to fill the space. We exreri-
eneed a great deal of trouble in arranging
for this space, and after lengthy ncgzo'iatious
we secured the use of the ships iflying from
Singapore. So we bad to see that at any
rate we should get the cattle to fill those
shinis, and we arranged with th~e cattle
owners to put their cattle under offer to us.

Mr. Thomas: Did not the Premier offer
them the same cnnditions as had been con-
ceded to Emanuel Bros.9
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The M1INISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
Mr. Thomas: And then you withdrew thbat

and offered another agreement?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Nothing

of tile sort. If members of Parliament
would refrain from interfering in this busi-
ness, and wouild allow me to deal with these
people, I am quite certain We should he able
to satisfactorily carry out our project.

Mr. Thomas: Do I. understand that you
never offered any agreement to the other
cattle owners?

The MINISTER FOR lANDS: No
agreement at all.

Mr. Thomas: But I have a copy of it here.
The MINISTER FOR? LANDS: That

was only a. proposed agreement. Why
should memubers of Parliament dabble in the
thing at all!I What on earth has it to do
with them! Here are we negotiating about
this business, and members of Parliament
come in and upset the thing altogether. If
they had left us alone, I am quite certain we
should have been able to deal with the busi-
ness satisfactorily to all parties concerned.

Mr. Underwood: Emanuel Bros. would
have been satisfied, no doubt.

The MNINISTER FOR, LANDS: Emanual
Bros. had nothing whatever to do with it.
The offer made was merely a proposal that
these people should place their cattle under
offer to the Government. Before entering
into a distinct ageement with the cattle
growers we had to fix the dates npon which
the cattle would leave the different ports.

Mr. Thomas: But you promised them the
same condtions as you had given to Emian-
tie] Bros., and then you went back on it and
made another Proposal-You offered to take
an option.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS. That was
only an option until the 1st March. We
could not fix up definitely with the Singa-
pore line of steamers until the general sup-
erintendent came to Western Australia. We
had sufficient space for the purchase from
Emanuel Bros.. but we wanted further
space for the cattle we were purchasing
from the other people. We had never fixed
up finally in regard to the "'Moira" and at
one time I was very much afraid about this
contiract: for we were not sure of the ship.
We had the ships when we entered into the

contract, but the Federal Government said
they were going to take them away ag-ain-

Hon. P. Collier: Was there no provision
made for anything of that kind in the con-
tract?

I-Ion. J1. Scaddan: You had the ship, but
not for the next seasonl

The MiNISTER FOR LANDS: The rea-
son why the flovernmcnt wanted to take an
option over the cattle was in order to be
quite sure that they were going to get the
catle when they had the space, and they
could not fix up the agreement with these
people until the dates had been settled at
which the cattle would he leaving the differ-
ent p)orts. The general superintendent of the
steamnshit company is here and within the
next. few days we hope to have the arrange-
meats finally made. The agreement is in the
hands of the Crown Law Department now
and being drawn up. I believe that
the agrecemot will he entirely satis-
factory so far as it can be made,
and will protect the interests of the
State and the interests of those people we
are dealing: with, I have had interviews
with them and with the pastoralists. I have
talked the matter over with these lpeople
and with the pastoralists who are interested
in the matter. and from whom we are pur-
chasing the cattle. These pastoralists are
as satisfied to meet me and to believe that
they will get a fair deal from me, as I am
to believe that I will get a fair deal from
them. Again, the member for Bunbury
states that a definite purchase was made
from Emanuel Bros., that certan conces-
sions were offered to them if the season
proved a bad one, and that these concessions
were not being granted to other people. Ex-
actly similar concessions are being pranted
to these other people.

MNr. Underwood: Whet people?
Mr. Thomas: What is the good of saying

that? In the one ease you make a definite
purchase and in the other you take an op-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
not made a purchase. Members of Parlia-
ment should wait until these matters are
fixed uip, and when the agreement is made
let them go for the agreement. The conces-
sion which the bon. member talks about is
this,. that they qhould be given seven days'
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notice with regard to these cattle to cover
any delays there may be in regard to the
boats. This is done so that they would be
able to handle their cattle in the meantime.
The ship ay easily be delayed through an
injnry to ther rudder, or her screw, and it
was arrange'd that we should give them seven
clays' notice so that they might be able to
arrange to keel.) these cattle back. The same
not ice is to be given to the other people.

Mr. Thomas: No, these people are getting
a1 lunger notice.

The MINIST['ER FOR LANDS: The
whole thing has been embodied in the agree-
ment which I am preparing at the prescnt
moment, and which I always intended to
prepare. The lion. member baa been got
hold of by someone who wants to make mis-
chief. That is all.

A-r. Thomas: T have the facts of the ease.
Mr. Underwood: These contractors are

miakinug no mischief for themselves.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Here is

snothier trouble. It is said that the cattle we
purchased from Emanuel Bros. were to be
delivered from May to September, whilst
ot her pastoralists were asked to give an op-
tion over their cattle to the Government
from April to October.

Mr. Thomas: I know you did not want the
option and that it was only to placate the
othier people.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: I never
thought. ahout it at all. We wanted to be
fair to these people and to give them an op-
portunity or getting their cattle dlown, and
at the same time to be sure, as a Govern-
nient, t-hat we were getting the necessary
supplies of meat. They could not get the
freight anywhere else but throug-h as. Last
year, in their agreement, Emanuel Bros.
were given from May to September.

Mr. Thomas: After the other people had
had a chance of getting rid of their cattle.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.
They had nothing to do with these cattle at
nll, The "Afoira" and "Kwinana" were en-
gaged in carrying for Emanuel Bros. They
asked for May to September. It is possible
to get cattle down in April and in October.
Some of these people have to send them
dlown in Ap-ril and October.

Mr, Thomas: It is very dimfcutt to send
them flown in October.

The MI1NISTER FOR LANDS: No. I
know of one pastoralist who has agreed to
October, and he is perfectly satisfied. Of
coarse, everyone likes to get the best deal
that be can. The pastoralit, who is one of
the hardest-headed men to drive a bargain
with, likes to get the best deal he can. The
member for Bunbury charged the Govern-
ment with the fact that in the option asked
for fromn the other pastoralists these ship-
ments are not to be upon the dates upon
which other shipments ame to be made. How
was it possible to arrange the dates until
the superintendent of the steams hip com-
pany had been seen in the matterl

Mr. Thomas: You had any amount of time
in wvhich to see him.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He was
not here. He was in the Eastern States and
we telegrap)hed to him, and he said he could
not finally deal -with the matter until he eanie
over here. He said he would be here this
week, and we expect, by the 1st March, to
have the whole matter settled up. Prob-
ably the bon. niember's friends would never
be satisfied even if they were given all the
ships on the coast. We were not aware
whether the company were going to run two
or three boats, and until we knew that we
could not arrange as to the space. Nothing
could be done until the superintendent came
over. The agreement with Emanuel Bros.
p~rovides that if the ship is lost the average
weight is to he estimated on the last or fol-
lowing shipment. The member for Bunbury
Said we were tuaking a different arrange-
ment with the other pastoralists.

Mr. Thomnas: You are silent on that point
in this.

The MIN[STER FOR LANDS: V What we
are going In do isthis: I know the hon. mem-
ber is prepared to be fair. If the pastora-
lists had all their eggs in one basket, and
lied no more cattle to sendl down than they'
could send in one ship, how is it possible to
arrange the weight of the cattle in that ship.
if she is lost, by either a former shipment or
a later shipment q That could be done with
Emanuel Bros. under the agreement, because
they have a number of cattle to come down.
The arrangement made with Emanuel Bros.
was that if aL ship went down and was totally
lost, the weight of the cattle tipon her would
be decided by the weight of the previous
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shipment or the following shipment, which-
ever might be decided on by both parties as
being the average weight. Where there was
only one shipment, how could there be an
average agreed upon by both sides? We,
therefore, had to make some other arrange-
ment as regards these other people. WVe are
arranging to have a competent man to give
the approximate weight of these cattle at
Derby and at Wyndlhanm, and when the cattle
leave the approximiate average weight will
be telegraphed to Perth, and if the ship is
lost the weight of the cattle wvill be taken in
the way' that I have described. The pastera-
lists ame prepared to agree to this.

Mr. Thomas: That is not contained in
Emanuel Bros.' agreement.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
parties to the agreement are prepared to
accept this why should not the House agree?

non. J. Scaddan: Why make that differ-
ence in Emanuel Bros.' contract?

The MIN[STER FOR LANDS: The
leader of the Opposition is not dense. He
is not doing himself Justice, and could not
have heen listening. I have always looked
upon him as a most acute, active, and alert
gentleman. When lie says that he does not
understand wvhat I tell him in this matter lie
was either not listening,1 or does not want
to hear.

Hon. J. Scaddan: I heard you all right.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The

arrangenment was that if a ship was totally
lost, and all cattle on board with her, we
were to he responsible. We buy the cattle
in Derby or in Wy' ndham, and are respon-
sible for them from the lime they are placed
on board ship.

Hon. J. Scadda: You purchase them on
the Fremantle weights?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, we
do, but we allow for depreciation and wast-
age on the way' to the extent of 12 per cent.

'Mr. Underwood: Under Emanuel Bros.'
agreement you purchase on Derby weights.

The MINISTER FOR. LANDS: Of
course we purchase on Derby weights and
on Wyndham weights, and we are going to
Purchase from these people on Wyndham
or Derby weights. We weigh the cattle
when they get down here either over the
scales, or fix up an avenage weight by ar-
rangemient. Thien we add to the weight

whiich is obtained here 1.2 per cent, for wast-
age, which gives the average weight at Derby
or Wyndham.

Hon. J. Scaddan: In the event of the ship
being lost, how do you arrive at the weight!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If
the ship is lost we rely upon the average
weighit given by the representative of the
Government before the cattle are shipped.

Hon. J. Scaddan: That is not in your
ag.reement with Emanuel Bros.

TuIe MINISTER, FOR LANDS: It
is by arrangement.

j.t. Thomas : You provide that lKnanuel
Bros. takc either the previous shipment or
the subsequient shipment. Could they not
fix up) tile suhsequent shipment with heavier
cattle

Hon. J. Scaddan: Of course they could.
They have thc right to decide wvhat cattle toe
send.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: These
people are not such rogues. If we deal
fairly wvith Emnueul Bros., they will deal
fairly by us. They dealt fairly biy the Gov'-
erment last year and will do so by the Gov-
ermnent this year.

Hon. .1. Scaddan: They ought to. for they
have got more out of you this year.

Nfr. TIhomas: Vou agree that is a weak-
ness in your agreement.

The \l1 {ISTER FOR. LANDS: I do not
think it is a weakness.

Mr. Thomas: You allow themi an advan-
tage if they like to take it.

Hon. J. Scaddami. Why' did you 'hange it
in the next agreement?

The MINISTER FOR LA\NDS: I do not
think there is either an Act of Parliament
or an agreement in which it is not possible
to detect some flaw.

Hon. J. Scaddan: Why did you make time
change in the next agreement?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS, Agree-
ments are not made for rogues but for
honest people.

M1r. Thomas: Why did you not give the
other people the same agreement?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Re-
cause it is not possible to do so.

Mr. Thomas: You gave the other people
all you had to give and you had nothing, left.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
told the House the difficulty that there is in
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regard to the man who has only one ship-
ment of cattle to send down, and the impos-
sibility of getting an average weight of these
cattle because of the absence of any former
shipment or subsequent shipment to go by.
If a man has one or two lots of cattle to ship
and a ship is lost-which I hope will never
occur-he same trouble would not exist.

'Mr. Thomas: I amn referring to the whole
business.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Another
thing I may point out to the member for
Bunbury is that one shipment might com-
prise cattle belonging to two or three dif-
ferent ,wners. I know hon. members object
to this sort of thing, and I am sorry that the
agreement could not have been carried out
by some firm as capable as Emanuel Bros.,
who thoroughly understand their business-

Hon. J. Scaddan: By the other wing of
the ring.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Who
have a complete organisation, and who own
paddocks in which the stock can 'be held on
coming to the port. That position would have
been mnuch more satisfactory, and would have
entailed much tess trouble on the Govern-
ment.

Hon. J. Seaddan: In other words, restore
the ring complete.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for Bunbury said, further, that
Emanuel Bros.' agreement provides for
direct carriage from Derby to Fremantle,
while the other people's cattle have to be
carried from port to port. That is to say,
they might have to stop at Geraldton, or
Carnarvon, or some other port. The hon.
member contended that the increase in wast-
age would be great, that the wastage would
be twenty per cent, instead of twelve per
cent.

Mr. Thomas: Probably.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.

member has been misinformed on that point.
The only pastoralists who ship on boats call-
ing at various ports are Emanuel Bros. them-
selves. They have all the space in the four
boats calling at the various ports.

Mr. Thomas: They ship at their own risk.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The four

boats have to call in at the ports. And yet

the hon. member says different arrangements
were made with Emanuel Bros.

Mr. Thomas: Your boats do not call at
every port.

The MII[NIS"TER FOR LANDS: All the
other cattle 'would be carried by the "Kwin-
ana" and the "illfoira," which will come
straight from port to port.

Hon. J. Scaddan: That would be Emanuel
Bros's cattle?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No; all
the other pastoralists' cattle.

Hon. J. Scaddan: How are you going to
carry Emanuel Bros'. cattle?

The MINJISTER FOR LANDS: A great
part of them will come by the Singapore
boats. We have arranged space for them in
these boats.

Mr. Thomas: Why do you allow them the
option of shipping their cattle or not, just as
they please, if you reject theml Why do you
compel all the other owners to forward to
Fremuantle at their own risk?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
other agreement has not been finally settled.

Mr1 Thomas: Because the other owners
would 11ot have it. It is so unfair.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Nothing
unfair is going to be done.

Mr. Thomas: The agreement is unfair.
T he MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is use-

less for the lion. member to talk like that.
He knows he has no reason to assert that
there is anything unfair in the arrangement.
The only cattle which will stop at the dif-
ferent ports are cattle belonging to Mr.
McDonald, who has agreed to ship in the
"Bazubra"; and lie does not complain.

Hon. J. Seaddan: He is up against it.
What is the use of his complaining?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for Bunbury levelled a number of
charges at the Government, and hie made a
g-reat point of our having purchased from
hEjianuel Bros. sufficient hay to bring their
cattle down. A similar arrangement was en-
lered into last year.

Mr. Thomas: Does that make it any best-
ler!

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: (Cr-
tainly. That fact makes the arrangement a
perfect one. It is a national affair when it
conies to be made by the two Governments.
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The hon. member says that l4Olbs. of bay
for the trip is too much. Who pumped that
information into him I do not know.

Mr. Thomas: I consulted three individuals
who have dealt in cattle for years.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: One
hundred and forty pounds of hay for the
trip is to provide for seven days from Derby
to Fremantle. Six days is the ordinary run,
but enough is put on board for an extra day
mn ease of delay. Each beast is allowed 2Olbs.
per day. The lion, member asserted that 60
or 70 lbs. of hay would suffice for the trip.
That would allow each beast l0ibs. per da 'y.
I will ask hon. members on the Government
cross benches, who understand the matter,
whcthcr 1lbs, per da ,y is enough to keep a
beast in good condition?

Mr. Thomas: I said OQlbs., allowing for the
extra two days.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Emanuel
Bros. say they always put that quantity of
hay on board for such a trip; and I am pre-
pared to follow them in this matter.

M-r. Thomas: They had the stuff to sell.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When

cattle are well fed on board ship they are
more contented. When they are full, they lie
down and rest. If they do not get enough to
eat, they are discontented and never do any
good. I do not think any hon. member will
agree with the member for Buabury that a
daily allowance of 2Olbs. of hay is too much
for a big beast, particularly in view of the
wastage that must occur on the voyage. Such
a position is ridiculous. I want to assist the
hon. member in the development of dairying
in the South-West, and therefore I am sorry
he wants to starve these cattle. In the dairy-
ing industry the most important point is to
feed one's cattle well. Again, the hon. mem-
ber asked why the hay was not obtained from
Yandanooka?

Mr. Thomas: Or why the Government did
not purchase the hay themselves in the open
market?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
might have grown hay at Yandanooka, but is
that the sort of thing the hon. member would
do-bring Yandanooka hay 200 miles by rail
to Fremantle at a cost of 16s. 10d. per ton
for carriage?

Hon. J. Seaitdan: Why not take the hay
to Geraldton?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: What
nonsense! The distance from Yandanooka to
Geraldton is nearly as great as that from
Yandanooka to Perth. I prefer selling Yan-
danooka wheat on Yandanooka station for
4s. 9d. per bushel f.o.b., to converting that
hay into wheat to be conveyed to Fremantle
at a cost of £2 10s. per ton.

Mr. Thomas: Could you not purchase as
well as; Emanuel Bros. purchased? They have
to make a profit out of their purchase.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They did
not make a profit out of the purchase.

M~vr. Thomas: Then they are philanthrop-
ists.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
purchased this chaff, but they know how to
buy.

Mr. Thomas: Do they take a benevolent
interest in the Government?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hay
they purchase was obtained about 20 miles
from Perth. I think I have exploded the
theory of a heinous offence committed by the
Government in the matter of this hay ques-
tion. The House must realise that a mountain
has been made out of a molehill, and that
someone has been pulling the strings
in an endeavour to create difficulty and
trouble with regard to the whole question.
I have had conferences with all the people
concerned, except one gentleman who is
engaged in pastoral pursuits in the North-
West. When 'ye get round the table we
are able to make arrangements satisfactoy
to the State. Whilst looking after the in-
terests of the State, however, I want also
to deal fairly' with the pastoralists; and
they knowv it. [ ant sure too, that they on
their part wvill deal fairly by the State.

Air. Thomas: I like your trust in human
nature.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When an
honourable firm, like Emanuel Bros. have
offenisive language hurled at them, I think
it is time to point out that they are an es-
tablished institution. Any member who
has dealings with the firm will say that
they do the very best they can for him.
Now as to the secret contract charge. I
think that idea has been exploded.
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Hon. J. Seaddan: Ther& was nothing
secret about it; it was quite open-after
three months.

'Phe MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
leader of the Opposition knew of that con-
trart from thle very start.

Hon. J1. Scaddan: No. That statement
is absolutely incorrect.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Other
gentlemen here were in touch with the mat-
ter. The agreement having been once en-
teredl into, why should one endeavour to
conuceal it!f

Hlon. J. Scaddan: Why the policy o?
hait I

Thie MINISTER FOR LANDS: I1 am
sorry to have detained the House so long
over this matter. At the same time, I felt
it was only due to the Government and
to lion. members sitting behind them that
I should place before the House (he true
position, so that everyone may know
whether the Government are guilty of the
conduct attributed to them. I personally
have been endeavouring to do the best I can
in the interests of the State and of thle
people in the southern areas.

Mr. CARPENTER (Fremantle) [9.15]
I have listened wvith close attention to the
explanation submitted by the Minister for
Lands; and I wish to say at once that, so
far as I am aware, no one has accused
either the Minister or Emanuel Bros. of
having done anl-ything dishonourable. There
are two points only that appeal to me. The
first is that some years ago the cattle
owners in the North-West were loud in
their complaint that they were not getting
a fair deal from the shipping people, that
they, had to bring their cattle into the vari-
oius ports and then take whatever price
might be offered at that port by those
who controlled the shipping. And inas-
much as the shipping space was usually
bespoke and controlled by the larger cat-
tle owners, the small gr~ower was at a dis-
advantage. It was for the purpose of re-
lieving the small cattle grower that the
late Government established the State
Steamship Service. What do we find to be
the position to-day? There are two steam-
ers controlled by the Government, the
''Kwinana,'' Government owned, and the

"'Moira,'' obtained from thle Federal Gov-
ernmefnt.

Bon. W, C. Angwin: Not yet.
Mr. CARPENTER: To he obtained. And

both those steamers, which serve the North-
West cattle trade, have been handed over
to one tirn of cattle owners.

Hon. .1. Scaddan: Who previously did
not patronise the State steamers at all.

Mr. CARPENTER: Yes; the bitterest
enemies of the State steamers have now
become their masters. In my opinion, that
is the most serious indictment of the
Government made last night by the
member for ]3unbury (Mr. Thomas),
and it is a point to which the
Minister has not attempted to reply. It is
a most serious point for this reason. Thle
Government,' having established the State
Steamers created competition among the
cattle glowers, gave the public the advan-
tage of that competition, but that advantage
has been swvept away by this contract wvhich
wve heard of for thle first time a few weeks
ago iii another place.

hMr. Butcher: The Minister distinctly told
the House there were only eight shippers
1w the State steamers.

Ron. J. Scaddan: And how many pastor-
alists are there in the North!'

Air. CARPENTER: When some years ago
thle cattle owners of the North-West were at
tile mercy of the cattle ring, I say this to
tile credit of the lion. member (Mr. But-
cher), that hie was opposed to the monopoly,
and T cannot concive that it will he pleas-
ureable to him to realise now that an ar-
rangement has been made whereby the con-
trol of the cattle trade is handed back to one
firm. There may he eight growers or 18,
but if the growers have to sell to one firao
that firm necessarily controls the business.
The other point to which I desire to refer
is that for months present Ministers, when
.sitting in Opposition. literally howled in this
House about the enormity of secret con-
tracts. We knew then and they know now,
that Ihere must be secrecy uip to a certain
point in the making of any contract.

The Minister for Works: Was that the
case in the Nevanas business?

Alr. CA.RPENTER: I am not now finding
fault with the terms of the contract, neither
with their having kept the terms secret while
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negotiations were proceeding. Speaking-
generally . as I have said, in order to make
a contract you must have a certain amount
of secrecy; but I do protest that those bon.
members who, when sitting on this side of
the House, for political purposes, cried out
again and again against the enormity of
secret contracts, now find they have to do
the same thing themselves. The 2linister
attempted lamnely to defend the action of the
Government against the charge made, and
emphasised so powerfully this evening by
the member for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker),
of having abandoned the principles of res-
ponsible government. The Minister told us
that in anything they had done the Govern-
ment had not done wrong from that point
of view. He referred to the charge levelled
against the Government for their action on
the Liquor Bill. If ever there was ant occa-
sion when a Government abandoned their
responsibilities and fell in for so doing, it
was the present Government on that Bill.
They put uip a private member to bring in a
measure which should have been a Govern-
ment measure, and which was in reality a
Government measure. It was fathered by
the Attorney General,' who put into it, or
caused to be put into it, a clause of a most
dangerous character, a clause which meant
depriving this House of its control of the
finances. That clause revived, or attempted
to revive, a practice introduced into the Britr
ish House of Commons 200 years ago, which
was misused to the extent that the House
of Lords asserted the right to introduce
money Bills. That clause, had it been sanc-
tioned by this Parliament. would have given
to our 'Upper Rouse the power to introduce
Bills involving the expenditure of public
money. And yet we arc told that there was
no departure from the prinieples Of respo0n-
sible government in that measure. What
happened? This House by motion laid it
down that a Standing Order should be
framed preventing this or any other Gov-
ermnent repeating that offence.

'Hon. . D. Connolly (Honorary M!Ninis-
ter) : Repeating whatil

Mr. CARPENTER: The offence I have
just refered to. We are still waiting for the
report of the Standing Orders committee,
which is to frame that Standing Order, by
which it is to be strictly laid down that

nothing of this sort shall be done in the
future. 1 am not worying about the absence
of that Standing Order for I believe the
Government, having tasted the effect of one
attempt, will not he so foolish as to attempt
another. The Minister has referred to some
recent events in connection with Government
House and a pretended application for a
dissolution of Parliament. The Minister
referred to a certain historic occasion when
Lord Salisbury resigned over a vote on some
question of cordite supplies. There is no
parallel whatever. 'When Lord Roseberry
resigned, he meant what he asked for, bit
I am doubtful whether when the Premier
wont to Government House a few days ago
and asked for a dissolution, he meant it.

rThe Minister for Works: You can put
that out of your mnind. He meant it all
right.

Mr. CARPENTER: We are accustomed
duiring thle past few wveeks to hear pro-
nouncements on important matters of Gay-
erment policy fromn the tail end of the
Ministry, thle Minister for Works, That
is one of the remarkable things about this
Government. But we have not yet come to
thle position of accepting his statements as
being entirely official, though they are some-
timyesk interesting as showing what is in the
mind of the Premier and leaks from the
tongtie of the Minister for Works. The
Premier announced to the House and to
thle COUntr y that he tad asked for a dis-
solution. Immediately afterwards he at-
tended a meeting of his own party and the
mnembers of thle Countr 'y party. Following
on that rnedting lie took the co-called leader
of the Country party to Government House,
and there some arrangement was come to
whereby the request of the Premier for a
dissolution was either disallowed or with-
drawn. Whether the Premier meant his
request for- a dissolution or not I am not
quite smre: hut I am inclined to think from
all aceounts I have heard that he did not.
Tf he did meani it, I want to say to my
Friends of the Country party-

Mr. Hickmott: I am the only one pre-
sent.

Mfr. CARPENTER: The hion. member
is the heroic member of that party; the
others arc so ashamed of their position that
they are outside thle Chamber. I wish
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to tell that solitary and heroic member what
it really meant if the Premier was in earn-
est in hiis request for a dissolution. Had
the disseintion been granted the Premier's
party, would have been after the political
scalp of every man on the cross beniches-
It must he on interesting and comforting
reflection to members of the Country
party to know that they are to-day keeping
in office a Government by the skin of their
teeth, the members of which will, so soon
as a dissolution comes, either by request or
offluxion of time, start out after the seats
of every one of those men who are now
keeping them in office. That is a reflection
I commend to the lion, member and his col-
leagues,

The Minister for Works: We would be
after your scalp first.

Mir. CARPENTER: It would not be the
first time and it would have the same effect
as it had on the last occasion.

The Minister for Works: We will get
it next time.

Mr. Munsie: You need to be careful of
your own seat;, never mind others.

Mr. CARPENTER: It is not my inten-
tion to argue that in all which occurred dur-
ing the past few interesting days there was
anything which strictly speaking was ucon-
stitutional. But when it is found the Pre-
mier is reduced to the extremity of having
to enlist the offices of Government House in
order to coerce or frighten his supporters, to
rally them up to the support of the Gov-
ernment which they all so unwillingly keep
in office, then I say we are getting beyond
the limits of political decency. -This could
not and would not have happened were it
not for the fact that members occupying
the Treasury bench to-day got there, not by
the will of the people, but by having inis-

-stated the present unfortunate position of
the State. May T say one is not at all stir-
prised that niot only in this H-ouse,
but outside there has been created a feeling
of political nauseat such as I have never
known to exist in this State before. To use
a mild term, the people are disgusted with
party politics. The remarkable thingabout
the prevailing feeling is that the discunst,.
the disappointment and the nausea
to which I have referred exist chiefly
and are manifes~ted chiefly by those

* usually supporting tne Liberal party.
It comles chiefly from the supporters of the
party now in office and they are crying out
with good reason that their own idols have
fallen, and while they cannot sup-orlt he
party on this side of the House, because they
do nob agree with their principles, they have
lost faith in those members with whom they
did profess to be in agreement. Now they
say, away with them. I do not think that
the formation of another party wvill be a
remnedy for the existing evil. Those people
who write and cry out about the existing
evils of party Government may have some
reason for doing so,.1I do not suppose there
is a member in this -1o use who realises more
than I do I he evils of the party system. But
with all its evils thle public have learned
recently that tile parly system is far prefer-
able to the performances of the political
opportunists wvho play on both parties
and who bring disaster upon those they
profess to Support. I do not. believe the
public want anything of that sort-; neither
do I for a moment think that the formation
of a national party will be anything like
thle remedy they expect. What we all want
to see is a greater manifestation of the
national spirit amongst the existing parties.
The present Government had the chance of a
century to 5Iiow a national spirit and to view
matter s from a national standpoint. So far
as we on this side of the House are con-
cerned, we can fairly claim to have offered
our services in the direction of co-operating
with lion, members opposite to do every-
thing possible in the present crisis of our
history and to avoid party strife. A mem-
ber fromi this side of the House occupied
the Speaker's Chair until a few evenings
ago and in that way relieved the Government
of the necessity of finding someone from
their side to fill the position.

The M-inister for Works: You pulled him
our all right.

.1r. 'roy: They did not pull him out.

MrT. CARPENTER: The resignation of
the late Speaker was entirely his own per-
sonal act, and no influence whatever was
brought to bear on him.

Mr. Green: It was unknown to many
members on this aide until the very day.
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Mr. CARPENTER: We have allowed
thie Chairman of Committees who has a
seat on this side of the House, to continue
his office in order to relieve the Government
Of the necessity of putting one of their
scant following into the Chair. The value
of that was emphasised only a few nights
ago when the numbers were somewhat close,
and when the member for Wagin (11r. S.
Stubbs), a Government supporter, and who
is one of the temporary Chairman of Com-
mittees, occupied the Chair. Before the
vote came on, the Premier passed a note to
the hon. member who was in the Chair,
evidently requesting him to ask me to take
his place. T saw the note passed to thle hon.
niember and within two minutes I war, re-
quested to relieve him so that lie mnight go
back to his seat and vote for the Govern-
ment. So far as the party on this side of
the House are concerned, the claim can be
made that we have not put any obstacles in
the way of the present Government dealing
withI matters from the highest and broadest
view. When the present Government took
office we had a declaration from the Hon-
orary Minister, and it was made on the first
(lay that they occupied the Treasury bench,
that the object of the Government would
lie not to introduce legislation, but to go in
for sound administration.

The Minister for Works: Have we not
done that?

Mr. CARPENTER: They told us they
wvere going to straighten the finances, but
did not tell us how long that was going to
take. During the past two or three
weeks they told us that they would
do it if it took them many years,
and that is why the public are up in
rn-ms; against them. They came in with a
blare of trumpets and announced that they
were the men to save the country and to
square the finances. After having waited
for six or seven months, an expectant public
are coolly told that they are still going to
do it, but that it will take them many years.
All that we hear now is that what they pro-
pose in the way of a remedy is to increase
production and get a big influx of popula-
lion. But how is that to be done? We have
not been told. It is simoply a vague pro-
mnise, an abstract declaration, a pious wish.
Those who looked with fond expectation to

the Ministry of all the talents lifting this
State out of its financial difficulty and bring-
ing back the prosperity which they said tile
Labour party had destroyed, have been bit-
terly disappointed. Thle present Govern-
ineut have discovered that they have not the
soft job they anticipated. The Nlinister for
Works, when he sat on this side of the
House, launched poison gas attacks day
after day.

The Minister for Works: They fetched
tears out of your eyes once or twice.

M1r. CARPENTER: It would take more
han the Minister's gas to do that. The only

objection I have to the hon. gentleman now
is that he who was so prominent in lauch-
ing those attacks cannot even take a mild
pill from this side of the House without-
appealing to the Speaker for protection.

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
sort.

Mr. CARPENTER: I.. ventured to address
a few remarks to the hon. member the other
evening and he appealed to the Chair.

The Minister for Works: Rdbbish, I do
not act like a child.

Mrf. CARPENTER: Where do we find
ourselves to-da 'y; what have the Government
clone? Last week we had the first unem-
ployed deputation begging the Government
to find work for them, and if things go on
as they are doing. there will be many such
deputations before the winter is over.

The Minister for Works: They will thank
you for it.

MUr. CARPENTER: The Goverucu~t
know well they have nothing in prospect for
those men. While the Labour Government
were in office they recognised that owing to
the stress of timies it was necessary to make
some unusual effort to provide work for Alit

people and thuts keep) the wheels of industry
in motion, and for that purpose they bor-
rowed money and kept public works going.
The present Treasurer has to face a simiilar
position and he will find that lie has a hard
row to hoe. T think I am safe in telling the
people who may be looking to the Govern-
mnent for some sort of work while the war is
on, that they will not get much except an
expression of sympathy' .

The Minister for Works: You should
have left some money in the stocking- instead
of squanderinx it.
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Mr. CARI'ENTERt: That is just about
the height to which the Minister for Works
can rise. When he sat on this side of (lhe
House hie supported a resolution calling
upon the Government to spend money faster,
and to get on with public works, and he
urged that if it wvas not possible to do every-
thing with the plant at the disposal of the
Government, tenders should be called. He
was the bigge-st champion of public expendi-
tutre and urged the Government to get more
money anti do more wvork.

The Mlinister for Works: Nothing of Lte
sort.

MUr. CARPENTER: The records of the.
Houise will showv it.

The Minister for Works: You eannor7 [ind
it in the records of the House and you know

M r. CARPENTER: The Minister is in-
corrigible. I ami simply referring to what
happened in this House. A muotioti was Sodb-
initted hy the member for Northam, who is
now tihe Mlinister for Railways, and in spite
of the fact that we were buildng twice As
manyv railway s as the previous G3overniment
had done, we were urged to do the work mnore
quickly' and to spend the mnoney more rapidly.
Now we arc told that we squanidered ihe
money. I' only hope that lion. members
opposite will squander money in the samne
way andi keel) our people working. With
regardl to parky spirit,. that has been mani-
fested in some of the legislation which has
been introduced during the past few months.
Here again the Mlinister for Works has been
the chief offender. The only Bill lite intro-
doced was a purely party one and more din-
gerous than any ever introduced by anyone
ekse. i. sought to shackle the demjocracy or'
the State and hand it over to the tendetr
merecs of the conservative and reactionary
memnhers of another plane

Tie llinister for Works: Nothin'zs of t1le

sort.
M1-r. CARP'O' EN zf :it is fornale for

the countryv that the Government have- see"
the necessity' for jettisoning this ttd sZome
ol' the ot'her Bills.

The Mlinister for Works:- Thl IBill Itac
not been jettisoned.

Mr. CA R P FN'TFR:- The Mlinister l'or
Works claimed io he a democrat. insgtval ol
which hep tied the hands of the people he-

hind their backs and did his utmost to pre-
vent them carrying out the objects they had
in view, even though they sent a two-thirds
majority to the House so that their wishes
might be given effect to. The Minister's
attemipt to force that Bill through the House
is a stigmia on his; political character.

The .1lnnisier for Works: The Bill has not
beetn jcttisoited.

Mlr. CA IEEN TEE: The Mlinister will not
bring it in again.

'lie M1inister for Works: We will; don't
you worry.

Mlr. CAI{VENTE Rt: I. would also like to
say a rew words wvith reference to the action
of the Government in dodging their respon-
sibilities so far as returned soldiers are eon-
erned. Somte timie ago, I brought myself
into conflict with one member of this H-ouse
bevatise I called attention to the fact that
certain members of the Liberal organisation
were tising. or were attempting to use, the
patriotic spirit of (hie people for party pur-
poses.

The Nlinister for Works: You got your
answer.

.1r. tA FlPEN -TEL?: I proved nmy case upl
to the hilt.

The Minister for Works: Y.ou (lid not.
i r.CAR I'E>TER: "I did, and the prac-

tice was itmmedliately discontinued, and his
nitsittev b)(ee revived. ']he Goverumnent

have reveived a lresim. of money from
the Comimontwealth for the purpose of mak-
ing special provision for retturned soldiers.
Oilier t,tcts are dloing what any Govern-
ment wihIt a sense of decency should do;,
i hey arv asking the advice of Parliament
anl the consent of Parliament as to Lte
manner of spending' that inoiy. T have be-
Core me a B-ill which went through the State
Parliament of Queensland about three weeks
ag o. The Government there, a Labour Gov'-
ernmetnt. having- the same responsibility
thrown upon them, have consulted Paflia-
mciii ibrotigli a Bill as to the means hy
whieh provision for returned soldiers shall
be made. But we are told hy the Govern-
ment here (hat they have no intention of al-
lowing Parliamnent to discuss the question.
lFor weeks past T have 'had on the Notice
Papter a. mot ion begvging- the Government to
afford us an opportunity of discussing this
subject. if the Government had their way,
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thbe House would not be allowed to deal with
it, Yet, what are they going to do? They
tell us they propose to do the whole thing
by regulation. It means they are going to
use that Commonwealth money to holster up
their finances, and t o promote land settle-
ment in accordance with existing law. They
are going to offer the returned soldier just
what they are offering the ordinary citizen
to-day, If they are going to work by regu-
lation alone, those regulations must be
framed under existingc Land Acts, which was
certainly not the intention, either of the Fed-
er-al Government or of the people who are
supplying that money. The money is to be
taken by six men who, without consulting
Parliament, will use it for the purpose, not
only of helping the returned soldier, hut of
helping themselves. It is one of the strong-
est indictments against the Government. and
it should have been included in the motion.
If the Government are going to confine
themselves merely to settling a few returned
soldiers in the South-West, they are not
going to carry out the wishes of the people
in that regard. Even in respect of this pro-
posal for doing the work by regulation,
somebody has been at work to prevent mem-
hers on this side having a sa-y in the fram-
ing of the regulations, or the operations of
the scheme. When the member for Guild-
ford was Minister for Lands he was a mem-
ber of the State War Council.

Bon. J1. D3. Connally (Honorary Minis-
ter):- No; he was a member of the Lands
Advisory Committee.

Mr. CARPENTER: When he ceased to he
a Minister he was asked to remain a member
of that committee. Who has now shnt him
off it?

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter): He is a member of it to-day.

Mr. CARPENTER; But the question of
providing for returned soldiers has been
handed over to the Premier and the leader
of the Country party.

Hon. .J. DI. Conuolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : You arc mixing up two different sub-
jects.

Mr. CARPENTER: No. I am referring
to the settlement on the land of returned
soldiers. I nnderstand that the settlement
is to be made near to, if not actually within,
the electorate of the leader of the Country

party. I shall be glad to bear from the Goy-
erment their reasons for confining that set-
tiement to one particular part of the State.

The MIinister for Works: You do not
know that it is so;- you are only surmising.

M4r. CARPENTER: The trouble is, the
Government speak with so many voices, A
few weeks ago the M.Ninister for Lands said
he proposed to set apart a portion of the
Yandanooka estate for returned soldiers.
Now we are told by another MI~inister that
thie settlemrent is to be situated in the South-
West. I shall not be surprised if, next
week, we have another story altogether.

Trhe Mfinister for Works; Is it not possi-
No for both localities to be utilised?

Mir. CARPENTER: The other day the
Ministur said that the Government scheme
would be located in the South-West. If the
Government desire it comprehensive scheme
which will do justice to our returned sol-
diers, it is useless to think of confining their
operations to the settlement of land in one
or' another part of the State. Only a lim-
ited number of returned soldiers bjl e found
suited to agriculture, and other work must
be provided for those who cannot be
absorbed in the ordinary industries of
the day. Up~ to the p~resent we hare
had no statement f.rom Mlinisters as
to what they propose doing. nor have
they given the House an 'y opportunity
of expressing an opinion on the subject.
Evidentl 'y they think they know so much
about it that there is ino occasion to ask for
advice, In the Old Country special industries
for returnedi soldiers who have been wounded
or maimed are being established under
special conditions in various parts of Great
Britain. In London, Edinhurgh. Belfast, and
Bradford works are already in full swin~g
where returned men are provided with light
employment, such as the manufacture of
baskets, toys and other articles for which
there is a lively demand, and which the peo-
ple will gladly buy in preference to imported
lines. In this State the Government have an
immense amouint of money granted by the
Commonwealth Government for a special
purpose. and 'Ministers say they are not go-
ing to ask anybody's advice as to -what they
shall do. I warn them that if they bungle
thbis thing. as they have bungled others, they
may expect the wrath of the commnunity to
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come down upit them like a rock. No more
important duty lies ever been placed uponl
any' body of men than that which rests on
the Government of spending this money
wisely and well.

Hon. S. 1). Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) ; Well, why insist upon wasting time;
wvhy not let Lis get on?

.Mr. CARPENTER: One of the indict-
ments: against the Gover-nment is that, not-
withstanding the declaraiion of the Honor-
ary Minister that they' were niot going to deal
with legislation, they have kept the 'House
here month After month fooling with Bills.
They have put the country to the expense of
printing and preparing them; they have kept
the House debating them, anl then, because
somebody has given them a tip) that there is
danger in keepi ng the House any longer, oat
go the Bills, and All the work of preparation
is wasted. And now (the Honorary Minister
asks, "Why waste time?" It is one of (lie
most conspicuous crimes he And his; COllegues,
have been guilty of. During their term of
office theyv have wasted more time than have
any Governmnent before them. [n spite of
present indications andi of the manipulations
of which the Government have been guilty, 1
hope we shall ind a majority voting for the
motion to send Ministers to the country and
give the Ipeople a chance of saying whether
the present bu ngling and dissatisf action shall
continue Any'% longer.

Mr1T. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [9,.57]: 1 have
afew words to say in regard to thie optim-

istic remarks of the -Minister for Railways.
T could niot help being struck by the attitude
of that hion. miember as compared with his
dour visage when he is not receiving Minis-
terial salary' . It seems to me that, once this
Minister looks through the rosy spectacles to
which is attached £1,000 per annum. his per-
spertive changes. Then. instead of the coun-
try going to the dogs and being beyond hope.
we find, immediately hie gains the Treasury
bench, that the fowls start to cackle, the
roosters crow, the bees buzz round the coun-
try flowers, ihe mnoo-cows in his particular
electorate start to give more milk, and there
is a great air of prosperity, because the Min-
ister for Railways-who is really the lock,
stock, and barrel of the agricultural industry
-has come to town. I have heard and read

a few panegyrics, including the remarkable
one b y Ben Johnson on Shakespeare, but 1
have never heard so brilliant a panegyric as
I listened to last evening from the member
for Northamn on the Minister for Railways.
Everything else sinks into insignificance as
compared with the extravagant language
used by the hon. member in booming
himself, We find. that now he is
back there with his business acumen
we are going to be all right, and we
shall have faith in the country. Why,
the land at Lilydale, Victoria, which brings
in from 950 to £60 an acre, was nothing to
the land in the South-West, which by the
way the lion. gentleman has never taken an
acre in, I believe. We find, too, that his own
financial proposals are such that he is saving
an enormous Amount of money. I amn in-
clined to think that the Minister had lost his
sense of proportion at the time he was giving
his pannegyrie. Like the mocking-bird of
America, charmed by his own music, he for-
got that one stipulation of the Country party
in forming this coalition was that the mem-
her for Northamn -was not to he Minister for
Lands. If the member for Northam was to
be Minister for Lands there was to be no
compact with the Government. By some little
roundabout. process and insinuating methods,
which f do not begin to understand, we find
that the member for Moore (Hon. H. B. La-
frov). the present Minister for Lands, is not
in it with the member for Northam (Rfon. J.
Mkitchell) when it comes to dealing with the
department. The MITinister for Railways is
M11inister for that department only in name.

TF have never heard him mention the question
of railways except in regard to hay and wheat
which lie says must be carried at cheaper
rates if the farmer is to be successful. These
products wieh are now being carried at a
loss are to be placed still higher upon the
shoulders of this bleeding country, in order
that the farmers may continue to grow fat
at the expense of the rest of the taxpayers.
Incidentally, the railways are carrying super
for a farthing per ton per mile, which-costs
one penny per ton per mile, and the differ-
ence, three farthings, is saddled upon the
goldfields people and others not connected
with the farming industry. Apart from
that the whole of his efforts seem to be eon-
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,centrated upon booming himself in matters
connected entirely with theLands Department.
It is true that lie is the 'Minister for tbe
Industries Assistance Board, and the pres-
ent Minister for Agriculture has to sit back
while he deals with the real work of the
country so far as the farming industry is
concerned. namely. the growing of wheat.
Seeing that he hams this remarkable idea of
himself, and the Country party were fooled
into joining this; alliance with the idea that
he was not to he placed there, and seeing
that he has made certain statements to the
House about his transcendent ability in that
direction, it is right that the House should
take him at his own estimate of himself and
see what he has done. We find that as Min-
i-ster for Railways most of his time is put in
on the wheat marketing scheme in conjunc-
tion with Mr. Sibbald, a friend of his. We
find that the hion. gentleman, in common with
his chief, told the House that the Labour
Government were running the ship of State
upon the financial rocks. We find this hon.
gentleman claiming that the deficit is due
to the extravagance and mal-administration
of the previous Government, and concluding
by saying that the interest and sinking fund
is causing the whole of the trouble.

The Minister for Railways: Who caused
'the interest to increase?

Mr. GREEN:, The interest and sinking
f und for this year is going to be £1007000
in excess of what it was last year. What
is the revenue this year as compared with
that of last year! During the seven months
that the Minister has been in office he has
had £64,000 more than the Labour Govern-
ment had during a similar period when they
were in office. That is to say, an average
of over £109,000 for the twelve months.

Ron. W. C, Angwvin: They are getting
in money which was outstanding.

Mir. GREEN: This old man of the sea,
which is on this other particular old man's
neck, is in reality less than the additional
revenue which the present Cabinet are to
receive for the coming twelve months. Not
only have they received £64,000 more rev-
enue, hut they have spent £182,000 in seven
months more than the Labour Government
did during the lest seven months they were
in office.

The Minister for Railways: There is your.
interest bill.

Mr. GREEN: The interest and sinking
fund, taking the statement of the Minister,
is nearky £100,00 more for the twelve
months. I can almost hear the echoes of the
present Premier when sitting in Oppositon
-"We want to get in to straighten the fin-
ances so as to make it a business proposi-
tion. Sound finance is what we want, and
business acumen." The position is that they
have spent £616,000 more from revenue dur-
ing the short period of seven months they
have bean in office.

The Minister for Railways: We have paid
youir debts.

Mr. GREEN: That is no good. The hon.
member is receiving more revenue than we
were receiving. I, therefore, prove that he
is spending more than we were spending.

The Minister for Railways: Oh no.

Mr. GREEN: I have proved it by facts.
They are £06,000 behind in seven months,
which is more than any State of the Com-
monwealth under similar conditions and for
a similar period has gone behind. He said
in a querulous tone that he has been charged
by the late Minister for Lands with extra-
vagance and mal-administration, and goes on
to say that he is saving £30 per month in
his administration over what the late Min-
ister was spending during the time he was
in office. I am taking the figures he gave
us last night when he was putting up the
best defence he could. I have nailed him
down in his statements, and intend to stick
to him. Like the British bulldog, I do not
intend to let go what I have got hold of.
He says that his expenditure is £1,733 per
month. He forgets, however, to apply it
in its proper relation to what they are act-
ually doing for the farming industry. He
says, for instance, as if it was an item which
would count against the late Minister, that
under his regime for seven months £C551,000
was spent in assistance to the settlers.

The Minister for Railways: Six months.

Mr. GREEN: Very well, six months.
During the period that lie has been spend-
ing money he spent £391,000.

The M1inister for Railways: It is £321,000;
you are mixed.
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*r.GREE,-N: I have taken the figures
from the 'Minister's responsible journal, the
West Australian.

The Minister for Railways: They are
wrong.

M%-r. GREEN: Then the Minister munst
apolog-ise to the West Avistralian. and not
to me. At all events the amount of.£21,000
suits my argument better than the amount
which I mentioned. It means that his bus-
iness, so far as the settlers are concerned,
amounted to only two-thirds of that which
was done by the late M'inister, and yet he
has spent within £30 of the late Mlinister
in admninistering- his department. Out of
his own mouth we can condemin him for ex-
travagance in his ad ministration. He is do-
ing two-thirds of the business, and it is cost-
in,- him within a fraction of what it cost
the late Minister to administer the depart-
ment. IHI claimed, too, that the Opposition
w'hen in power were responsible for the
depr-eciation of land valula. I do not think
hie believes that. He knows very -well that
the reason for the depreciation in land val-
ues "'as that a large iniinher of farmers was
settled at his instance in a large area east
and north of Kellerberrin, which has been
admitted to be a dry and risky area for
farming. I know scores; of cases in which
men have left the goldfields, lured to that
particular wilderness by the glowing pic-
tures; that were painted by the Minister,
when he was receiving the emoluments of
office and was consequently, as a natural
corallary, in a particularly optimistic frame
of mnind, and who, in leaving the goldfields
thought they were going to make a cow-
petance for their old age by hard work in
this particular territory.

The Minister for Railways: And they
have, too.

Mr. GREEN: r regret to say that many
of these hardy fellows-and the hardest
working mecn in Australia came from my
district-have had to leave their holdings
not only broken down in health. hut broken
in pocket, bankrupt, and absolutely down
and out, beause they followed the advice of
the Minister.

The Minister for Railways: Can you
name one of them?

Mr. GREEN: Scores.
The Minister for Railways: Name two.

,Mr. GREEN: 1 will submit a list.
The Minister for Rlaiways: You are a

first class blower.
M~r. GREEN: I will submit a list to the

Minister so that he can compare it with his
land records and see that there is no doubt
about it.

The Minister for Railways: There is not
one.

Mr. GREEN: I will call for a return to-
morrow.

The Minister for Railways: You have not
got the names.

Mr. GREEN: Because of this failure on
the part of these men the land has received a
bad name, and has depreciated in value.
Many of these men have simply been kept
going hy the money they received from the
Agricultural Bank and the Industries As-
sistance Board. The Minister goes on to
prove that the farmers have been in a better
position since his administration than they
wore in before, and says that, though his
(luvernient took office at the end of July,
on the 1st August the roosters started to
crov, the hens started to lay, and the cows
to give miilk, that everything assumed a
iosy hue and that the birds broke forth
into song. The average monthly payments,
lie tells us, to the farmers -were £389 per
mionth, and for this year they have been
£:240 per month, and during the past four
months at the rate of £206 per month. I
f~ail to follow the Minister's reasoning in
'-laimningl any credit for this position. The
farmers, on account of good seasons, re-
quire less money from the Minister's de-
partment, which necessarily should be run
mrore cheaply on that account. The war
has brought high prices for wheat. We
have had two good seasons, fortunately,
and I hope we shall be blessed with a third.
'P'lie fact of the matter is, simply, that the
faneis are getting- clear of the Minister's
department, and arc not obliged to apply
to him for time assistance on which they
wvere so absolutely dependent during the
last Government's term of office. The Min-
is.ter said, so far as he was concerned, his
desire was to make freights on wvheat and
hay as low as possible: His idea is to take
something from some one else's pocket and
put it into the farmer's pocket. I protest
against a proceeding of that kind. Let me
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-tell the Minister that since the present Gov-
-erment took office the gold mining indus-
try, apart from a little cheap advertisement
of the Minister for MAinies, has received no
consideration whatever. The Government
have accepted it as correct procedure to
cheapen freights to the farmer and to raise
freights on goldfields commodities, on the
cost of which the profitableness of the min-
ing industry depends. Let me refer the
Mlinister to what the president of the Chain-
her of Mlines, according to to-day's 'West
Australian, said, and said wisely-

While other products have risen be-
cause of the war, gold has remained sta-
tionary, as it always must do, and the
prices of commodities have gone up en-
orinou sly.

Instead of helping the gold mining indus-
trY by means of reduced freights, as in the
-case of the farming industry, the Govern-
ment have raised freights on gold mining
requirements. Because hion. members in
another place threw out this party's mea-
sure for the regulation of food prices, the
purchasing power of a sovereign to-day is
,only 14s. as compared with before the war.
The men on the goldfields are compelled
to pay high prices for food. because of the
abolition of the price fixing board, and now
they are compelled to seek higher wages in
order to he able to live. It is monstrous
that the Government, who are so concerned
to help the wheat industry-though on this
po~int I have no complaint to make-should
p~ractically tell the gold-mining industry to
go hang. As a result, the miners on the
fields are exploited by the tea and sugar
bushrangers. of this State. When speaking
-at Busselton in August last, the Premier
promised the farmers a representative on
the Advisory Board. It is true they have a
representative there, hut he is a gentleman
of the name of Sibbald, a personal friend
of the Minister for Industries.

M1r. Thomson: A very good appointment,
too.

Mr. GREEN; That is different from what
the hon. member told me in the corridor
last night, under the influence of a drink.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter): Repeating corridor conversation!

Mlr. Thomson:; I said it was a good ap-
pointmnt.

Mr. GREEN:. 1 will let the lion, mem-
ber have his point.

Mr. SPEARCER: Order! The member
for K{algoorlie will withdraw the reference
he made to a drink.

Ar. GREEN: I withdraw the reference to
a drink, Mr. Speaker. One feels inclined
to say something, but it is better not to do
so, Mr-. Sibbald, who comes from the Min-
ister's electorate, and is the Minister's
person~al friend, was appointed to the posi-
tion wvithout its being advertised. What
sort of criticism would there have been if
under similar circumstances the Hon, V. D.
-Johnson, as Mlinister for Industries, had
made an appointment of a personal friend
of his from Guildford?

.Hon. J3. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : That appointment-

Mr. GREEN: There would have been a
cry' from the Press of this country, com-
bined with hysterical howls from the hon.
member endeavouring to -address the Cham-
ber at the same time as myself, of spoils to
the victors. And yet there has not been a
word on Mr. Sibb aid's appointment.
Several members of the Country party-I
need not mention names-have said to me
that the appointment was not the best that
might have been made. Why was not the
business done fairly and above board! Why
was not the position advertised?-

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : The appointment had the, approval of
the member for Guildford.

M.\r. GREEN: For the present I have done
with the M,\inister for Raflwvays. Now, what
was the object of the present Government in
taking office? What did they propose to
do? They recognised, of course, that they
formed only a third of this Chamber, and
that the most numerous party in the House
were opposed to them. Therefore, they gave
the people this exciuse-the Government
wvere prepared to go to the country in the
early future. but under certain conditions.
For instance, the Attorney General said at
Canning that he was prepared to go to the
country after he had had a little bit of a
peep behind the scenes. He has play' ed the
role of Peeping Tom for the last seven
months.
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M1r. Mlunsie: And discovered nothing.
.Vr. GREEN: No nine days' wonder has,

ats a result, been published to the expectant
p ,eople of Western Australia. It was given
out by innuendo, and by indirect statement,
that in the files to be found in the various
MN.inisters' offices were revelations which
would prove that a rotten and corrupt Gov-
ernment had just vacated the Treasury
bench. The public by such means were led
to expect startling disclosures. But after all
the blare of trumpets and beat of drums, the
great Esperance salt fiasco has had the bot-
tom knocked out of it after the appointment
of a Royal Commission of inquiry. We on
this side believe there was an ulterior motive
in the appointment of a Royal Commission.
That point I wvill deal with later. At Bus-
selton the Premier gave out that lie, too, was
prepared to go to the country as soon as he
had had an opportunity of delving into mat-
ters a little. But we find the Government
cling to office with the tenacity of limpets.
by every means, legitimate and illegitimate.
ait their command. The people were told
that as soon as Ministers had lied an op-
portunity of looking into the mnisdeeds
of these Labour fellows. the details would
be announced in the W,1est Australian. There
was a series of startling disclosures, so far as
headlines were concerned, in the West Aus-
tralian for two or three weeks. Bat when
those disclosures had been investigated and
answered by the late Ministers, they were
suddenly dropped. There is no question now
of anyv disclosures.

MT. MNunsie t The Canning election was
over then.

Mr. GREEN: Yes. The purpose of the
disclosures had been served, and Ainisters
were snugly esconced in seats on the Trea-
sury bench. Now, why are members on this
side dissatisfied with the present Govern-
meat? For several reasons. The first is the
Government's lack of initiative. It is true
that when we were in office we tried to do
much. We recognised, and repeatedly
stated, that there were only two means of
straightening the State's finances, the first
being additional taxation, and the second re-
trenchmnent. We asked the then Opposition
whether they couild show one item of ex-
penditure on the Estimates which admitte
of cutting down. They failed to indicate

any direetiou in which economy could be ef-
fected. Therefore, we adopted the alterna-
tive course, and asked for increased taxation.
The necessary taxation Bills were passed by
this Chamber. But hion, members then sit-
ting in Opposition, and now% occupying the
TPreasury benches, worded their friends in
another pilaee with regard to our taxation
measures, and the consequence was that our
finaucial proposals were thrown out. Not
a shred of a decent case was Irut up against
them. They were absolutely fair, much
fairer than anything the present Government
a re p repared to p utl forward. We were ready
to face the country wvith our taxation propos-
als. We wanted to straighten the finances of
the State. But we were in a cleft stick, because,
h le miembers of the present Government-in
c(1ord fshion I consider-prevented us

Crnm doing what we wanted to do. How-
ever, no such excuse can be urged for the
present Ministry; and what have they (lone
up to the present? While they brought in
a lengthly programme, they jettisoned .12
of their measures. It is true they have done
something; hut what is it? They introduced
a Bill to provide that for the future the peco-
pie of this Slate should never again be able
to establish a State trading concern, no Mat-
ter how thiey might be sultering from mono-
ponlies. or threatened by monopolies. Under
hat measure no State trading concern could
possibly be established.

The M1inister for Railways: You are qnite
wrong.

Mr. GREEN: The position created in con-
nection 'with that Bill should have been quite
stuflieient to induce hon. inembers opyposite,
to go to the country. Now they have dropped
their financial proposals. They know well
that thjey can pass their financial proposals
liroigh another place. But the one inca--

sure which will disclose where Ministers
.stand, what initiative they have, and what
business aciunen and backbone. they arc not
prepared to bring forward this session.

Mr. M uosie: They are going to pool the
deficit,

The M-inister for Railways: We hare
Il oled it already.

)!r, (REEN: They have not brought for-
ward] taxation proposals. We might reason-
ably have expected that the 'y would pursue
tn some extent the alternative course of re-
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duetion of expenditure. Let us see what
their Estimates disclose on this point. Does
the Treasurer's department disclose curtail-
ment of expenditure?9 No; there is an in-
crease of £61,686, including an increase in
office expenditure of £894. The Aborigines
Department shows an increase of £1,261.
The Charities vote has increased by 41,432;
the Fisheries shows an increase of £C612.

Mr. Thomson: Do you object?
lVr. GREEN: I do object to the increase

in the Fisheries vote seeing that the fish
supfly branch has been done away' with.

Mr. Thomson: It was the Charities I was
referring to, not fish.

Afr. GREEN: I dto not object to the in-
crease in the Charities vote, but I do object
emphatically to the increase in the Gaols vote
of £51. The Harbour and Light Depart-
ment shows an increase of £945; Lunacy, in
keeping with the pl~oicy of the present Goy-
ernajent. shows an increase of £2,675: Public
Health, an increase of £15,537. In this con-
n~ction I have endeavoured to show by
means of questions in this Chamber, which
have been blocked by a quibble, that the
Health Department at present is not being
administered in the best interests of the
country. Police shows an increase of E3.928.
And we find in the Industries Assistance
Dernrtment an increase of .C2,401. The
Education Department showvs an increaste of
£E16.1 00.

Mr. Thomson: Do you object to that?
Mr. GREEN : Not at all. But( the lion.

member and his friends were continually of
.is when we were on the other side of the
Chamber, finding fault on the score that
our expenditure was too high.

Mr. Thomson: Not in regar'l lo edUen-
tion.

Mir. GREEN: The only point upon which
the lion. member asked for an increase was
in regard to something in which the farmer
was concerned. The rest of the comimunity'
could go hang: it was his own particular
section of the community about which hie
was concerned. We find that the Mines
Department shows an increase of £4,077.
The Attorney General's Department for-
tuinately shows a decrease of £2,512. This
Ministry came into office with the avowed
intention of straightening the fininces. but.

as I have shown, in the matter of asking
this House for extra taxation, they have
utterly failed in their duty. I have also
shown that so far as retrenchment is con-
cerned, the 'y have failed in their duty. I
have given proof that their expenditure has
been £182,000 more than the expenditure by
the Labour Government for a similar period.
Let uts see the altitude the then leader of the
Opposition took when the Labour Govern-
ment submitted taxation proposals. On the
24thI February, 1915, he said-

lie declined to give the Government
llo'ver to impose increased taxation until
such time as the Government had shown a
determination to exercise that economy
which we have a right to expect from
them.

That economy has not been practised by the
present Go~ernment, as I have conclusively
proved. If the Labour Government was
prodigal in the spending of the country's
funds-

Thne Minister for Railways: They were.

Mr. GREEN: If so, then the lion. gentle-
man and his friends have in another direc-
tion been wasting the Government
funds extravagantly. The Colonial Sec-
retary when we were in office said
the deficit was due to extravagant ex-
penditure. He now says it is due to the
increased interest and sinking fund Bill.
He cannot no'w say that it is due to extrava-
gant expenditure, because his own Govern-
mient is spending more in other depart-
ments than was spent by the Labour Gov-
ernment in a similar period. It will he
interesting to learn what attitude will be
taken uip by the great Liberal-cum-Country
party organ, the West Australian, when the
present Government dloes bring its taxation
proposals down. For monllhs while the
.Labour Government was in power the paper
pointed out that taxation was imperative:
but on a certain February' morning, just
before the Labour Government's proposals
for taxat ion were to be brought forward.-
they waited for the very day and thon said
that so far as the Labour Government
was concerned the West Azustraliun
"'as not prepared to advocate fur-
ther taxation until drastic retrenchment
had been effected in the public service and in
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other directions. In view of the increased ex-
penditure by the present Government in the
different departments during the past seven
months, and which the Estimates show is
contemplated to continue until June of this
year, it will be interesting to know what ac-
tion the Vest Australin will take when the
Government bring forward their taxation
proposals. We have seen the Government jet-
tison their taxation Bills and that they have
persevered only with one Bill, a strong party
measure. So far as their financial proposals
are concerned, we have seen the Government
throw them into the waste paper basket. It
seems to me there must have been some
strange influence at work, an under-current
that baa paralysed whatever desire the inem-
hers of the Government may have had to
straighten 11w finances at the beginning of
the session. The Labour party has found on
occasion that a coalition Government is alto-
gether unworkable. The Government may be
prepared to do things; but there are two fac-
tions to satisfy, two interests to reconcile.
What suits the St. George's-terrace financier
does not suit the Wagin farmer or the farm-
er in the Avon electorate. The interests of
the gentleman who sells imported machinery
and who is interested in securing a high price
at the expense of the farmer, on bills in some
instances bearing interest at 20 per cent.,
clash with the farmers' interests. The great
Liberal party in this State has always de-
pended on the Terrace financiers for sup-
p~ort. It is from them the party's
campaign funds come; it is hy them
that on election day the streets are
crowded with motor cars; from them
come the extensive advertisements in the
newspapers which are paid for, and pow-
erful leading articles, which make all sorts
of statements in the favour of the Liberal
party, and which are not paid for. Those are
( he interests of the Terrace financier and
they are diametrically opposed to the inter-
cats of the primary producer. It is those
conflicting interests" which have paralysed
the Government during the last seven months
to such an extent that they show so little
sign of life that nothing short of dynamite
or a galvanic battery will bring them back
to life.

Mr. Hard wick: Why not have an elec-
tion?

Mtfr GREEN: That challenge has been
thrown across the Chamber many times by
the mnembher for East Perth since the session
began, but 1 venture to believe that when the
claims of a certain tall gentleman in a
military uniform are suibmitted to the people
ray friend will get a shock. It is true that
owing to the increase in the cost of living
on (ie goldfields, the miners have found it
necessary to ask for an increase in wages.
And I now ask the Government, at this
eleventh hour, before going into recess, to
take a stand and deal with the question of
the price of food, which is being wade a
monopoly by the great wholesale houses of
thie State. I ask them to do something in the
way of appointing a prices adjustment
board so as to make the purchasing power of
a sovereign, not 14s. as it is to-day hut some-
thing- more nearly approaching what it
should be able to do in obtaining commodi-
ties during the present time of war.

The Minister for Works: Is not that a
Federul] matter9

Mkr. GREEN: No, it is a State matter ab-
solutely. The State has absolute power in
matters of this kind. Whilst it is true the
Federal Government have appointed a price
fixing board, that board has the whole of the
Commonweal th to attend to. Matters of this
kind can be more quickly adjusted by State
legislation, as was proved while the Labour
Government was in office when they had an
Act on the statute-book for this purpose un-
til it was cast into the outer darkness by the
representatives of the great. Liberal party in
another Chamber. That is one way to help
the mining industry. If the miners can have
it proved that this Government are in earn-
est, that they arc preparedA, by virtue of a
price-Alxing board, to reduce the cost of liv-
ing, so that they can get as much for their
wages to-day as they did 18 months or two
years ago, I amt certain they would not be
asking for any increase. The Government
can help the mining industry, which is pretty
near the border line at the present time, at
any rate so far as several mines are 'con-
cerned, by saying that cheap food shall pre-
vail by means of a price-fixing board. If
they appointed such a board the Government
would slhow thar they had backbone. Strange
things have happened in this Chamber of
recent date. A certain member on the Sat-
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urday before last approached me and asked
me, if lie brought forward a motion of cen-
sure on the Government as an amendment of
the motion moved by the leader of the Op-
position, whether I would second it. He
called me out of the Chief Messen-
ger's room in ord er to put the ques-
tion to me. I said it would be im-
possible for me to second that motion with-
out consulting my party. He was to see me
during the following week. When the day of
sitting arrived that member was elevated to
the Sreaker's Chair, and I have heard no-
thing further from him on thne point.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Order! The
hon. member will resume his seat. The hon.
member has made a statement regarding
a private conversation that lie had with me,
to which I take the greatest exception.
The truth of that statement I deny and
tinder the rules of the House the hon. mem-
ber must accept my assurance on a matter
of that nature. I ask the hon. member to
wit hd raw.

Mr. GREEN: What I said can be yeri-
fled by the member for Forrest (M%,r.
O'Loghlea).

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The lion. mem-
her, seeing that T have made it clear that
wl'at I stated is correct, must withdraw.

Mr. GREEN: I withdraw, but-
Mr. SPEAKER: The lion. member must

withd raw without reservation.
Mr. GREEN: I wvill withdraw, hut I was

proceeding to say that tinder circumstanesn
which have happened in this Chamber-

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
I-Ton. P3. Collier: You will have another

opportunity.
Mr. GREEN: Under our so-called free

Commonwealth, where every- man and
every woman has a vote, I feel keenly the
decradation this Chamber has been sub-
jeeted to recently.

Mfr. SPEAKER: Order! That is a re-
flection on the Homie and the bon. member
munst withdraw and apologise.

Mr. GREEN: I withdraw and apologise.
but I wouild like to saty that uinder the old
Commonwo-alth of Enzland matters were
dent4 wit), differentlyv.

H-on. P. Collier: Oin for a Cromwell!

Mr. GREEN: At the present time this
country could do with an Oliver Cromwell.
We find, for instance, that it is recorded of
ani old Parliament that there was a dispute
in the House, which was known as the
Rump Parliament, 'Macaulay states "The
dispute was soon brought to a decisive issue.
Cromwell filled the House with armed
men; the Speaker was pulled out of
Ihe Chair. thme mace was taken from
thie Table, the room was cleared, and the
door was locked." That is the way they
dealt with such things at that particular
time. I regret that the fripperies of office
have lbeen restored to this Chamber, and
that the officer of this Chamber made him-
self like glorified Guy Fawkes.

Mlr. SPEARER: Order! The lion, mem-
ber will withdraw that statement; it is a
reflection on the House and he must also
apolog-ise. Let me say also that if he pro-
ceeds on similar lines I shall take more
severe action tinder the Standing Orders.

Mr. GREEN: I will withdraw and apolo-
gise. I do not wish to keep the House any
longer. I tiad a certain dutty to perform
in my speech to-night and I feel that I
have donie it, and I am buoyed uip by the
mope expressed by the American poet when

hie said "Right will not be for aver on the
scaffold, Wrong for ever on the throne."

Mr. SPEAKER: I wish to say a few
words by way of personal explanation. It
is true that on the 10th inst. the member
for Kalgoorlie, acting on his own initiative,
made a confidential statement to me respect-
ing the probable resignation of the late
S peaker. He approached me on my atti-
tude on thme no-confidence motion. I re-
plied only in general terms, having in view
my determination to give the Labour party
no information at all, and no assistance in
regnr'd to t'e solution of the problem wvith
wvhich, he said they wvere confronted at that
time. I did not rezard the hon. member's
obvious atterit to obtain information from
me seriously, and I certainly gave him no
info, iation as to the course I should fol-
low% in regard to the motion now before
the Ho',se.

Mr. GREEN: Will the Speaker accept
the q.tatement I made as correetq

. r. SPEAKER : Order! I ask the hon.
mnember to withdraw and apologis..
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11r. GREEN: I withdraw and apologise.
Mr. SPEAKER: If the lion, member re-

peats the statement I assure him that I will
not continue to act leniently towards him.

Mr. GREEN: Why the obvious prepara-
tion I

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [10.48]: 1
would like to say a few words-

,%r. SPEAKER: The hon. member has
spoken to the question and cannot speak
again.

Mr. LAMBERT: I contend that I have
not spoken to the motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: Standing Order 118
provides that no member may speak twice
to the question before the House, except
in explanation or reply; or in Committee
of the whole House. The hon. member has
spoken to the question and I rule that he
cannot speak again.

Mr. LAMBERT: I was looking at an-
other Standing Order.

Mir. SPEARER: I have given my ruling.
Mr. LAMBERT: You will permit me to

quote the Standing Order tinder which I
consider I am entitled to speak. Under
Standing Order 117 a member maay speak
to any question before the House or upon a
question or amendment to be proposed by
himself. You wvill recollect that you did
not permit me to move that amendment,
but ruled it out of order. I was not per-
mitted to either move the amendment or
speak to it, and therefore, I contend that I
still have a right to speak to the mnotion
before the Chair. T hope you, Sir, wvill not
constnie so harshly the Standing Order
you have quoted, but will permit me to
speak to the motion. I do not think it is
the intention of Standing Order US8 that
when an amendment is ruled out of order
the hon. member who moved it should for-
feit his right to speak to the substantive
motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: The standing order is
perfectly clear. The hon. member has
spoken to the question before the House, and
I have no power under the Standing Order
to permit him to speak again. I rule that
the bon. member is out of order.

Mr. LAMBERT: But, Mr. Speaker--
Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member canl-

not go on questioning my ruling, except in

Ilsa pr~oper wvay provided by the Standing-
Orders.

Mr. [SAM BERT: I have no wish to do
that, floes not your interpretation of the
Standing Order appear to be harsbl

M1r. SPEAKER: I am not here to be
questioned. The hon. member will resume
his seat.

On motion by Hon. P1. Collier debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.52 p~m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and.read prayers.

THE SPEAKER'S ELECTION.
Notice of Motion woithheid fromn Notice

Paper.
Mfr. SPEAKER: I wish to make a state-

ment to the Housne in regard to the notice
of motion given by the member for Kan-
owna (Hon. T. Walker) yesterday. I desire
to mnake it clear that I am not giving a ruling
but that I am stating to the House the action
I have taken tinder Standing Order 106, and


